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If | Had Known 
By Barbara C. Ryberg 
I had known how heavy was the 


[’ heart, 
And that a word from me could lift 
the load, 
I would have spoken comfort to that soul 
Who stumbled down life’s road. 
Instead, I passed him, deep in my own 
thoughts, 
Nor noticed that his head was bowed 
with care 
And that beneath the coldness of his eyes 
Lay helpless, grim despair. 
His heart was thirsty, and I gave no 


drink, 

His soul was naked, and I clothed it 
not; 

And shall this cover in the judgment 
day: 

“Forgive me —I forgot’? 


When I returned, I saw him lying there 
Too weak to listen, too far gone to care, 
And with remorse, I heard my Saviour 
Say, ‘ 
‘Tam the One you failed to serve today.” 


When We Cannot Understand 


Often in these days one hears the 
€xpression, “I can’t understand it.” The 
Speaker may refer to someone’s actions 
or words; he mav be thinking of a 
highway accident that has struck down 


a friend or loved one who was intent 
only on doing good and serving his Mas- 
ter; he may be thinking of a long, weary 
illness, where healing was expected but 
has not come; or, the way ahead may be 
blocked by some circumstances beyond 
his control. Mental anguish is often 
mingled with the inability to understand, 
and there may even be a tinge of resent- 
ment or rebellion. We must be careful, 
therefore, how we say, “I can’t under- 
stand!” If it means mere intellectual 
perplexity, as when a boy says he can’t 
understand an algebra problem, there is 
nothing wrong with that. But if back of 
it there is bitterness, and doubt of God’s 
love, then we must put that away. But, 
thanks be to God, there is help in His 
Word for all our inability to understand. 
In the 119th Psalm David said, “I have 
more understanding than all my teach- 
ers: for thy testimonies are my medita- 
tion” (v. 99); “Through thy precepts I 
get understanding” (v. 104); “The en- 
trance of thy words giveth light; it 
giveth understanding unto the simple” 
(v. 130). Solomon said, “For the Lord 
giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh 
knowledge and understanding” (Prov. 2: 
6); “Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowl- 
edge him, and he shall direct thy paths” 
(3:5, 6). There is a striking New Testa- 


« 


ment illustration of two ways of not 
understanding. When the birth of John 
the Baptist was announced to Zacharias 
he said, “Whereby shall I know this? 

.” (Luke 1:18). He was struck dumb 
for nine months, because, as Gabriel 
said, “Thou believest not my words, 
which shall be fulfilled in their season” 
(v. 20). When the birth of the Lord 
Jesus was announced to Mary, she asked, 
“How shall this be ., .?” (v. 34.) But 
this was a simple request for more light, 
and doubt had no place in her heart. 
Therefore the angel explained to her 
how it would be, adding, “For with God 
nothing shall be impossible” (v. 37). 
When Elisabeth knew the glad tidings, 
she said to Mary, “And blessed is she 
that believed: for there shall be a per- 
formance of those things which were 
told her from the Lord” (v. 45). There 
is nothing wrong in simply asking God 
for more light. If He does not see fit to 
give it, then is the time to trust Him, 
and we shall in the end say with Frances 
Ridley Havergal, “They who trust Him 
wholly, find Him wholly true.” Let us 
take to heart that great challenge in 
Isaiah: “Who is among you that feareth 
the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his 
servant, that walketh in darkness, and 
hath no light? let him trust in the name 
of the Lord, and stay upon his God” 
(Isa. 50:10). 


Peter Could Not Have Been in Rome 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


indicating that the Apostle Peter 
ever set foot in Rome. Further, 
there is much circumstantial evidence 
which makes it obvious that he never 
could have visited the Eternal City. 
This has been set forth with much acu- 


’Tinaies is no New Testament passage 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is” (1 John 3:2). 




















men by Pastor A. Antomarchi in his 
book (in French), “Rome Face to Face 
With the Gospel.” On its title page is the 
delightful notice, “No copyright! This 
book is your property, reader,” which is 
in refreshing contrast to the “No part of 
this book may be reproduced in any 
manner whatsoever” of New York pub- 
lishers. Monsieur Antomarchi invites us 
to dine. We cannot but accept. 


The sole text that Roman theologians 
find in support of their vast appropria- 
tion of Peter is in his First Epistle (5: 
13): “The church that is at Babylon , 
saluteth you.” Babylon is, they say, a 
mystical name for Rome. A dangerous 
maneuver! It justifies identifying the 
Roman church for righ two millenniums 
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with the harlot-city of the Revelation. 
They say Peter used the disguising word 
to prevent discovery and possible perse- 
cution. But such was far from the 
apostle’s spirit, as his Epistles clearly 
show in their call to fellow Christians to 
endure patiently the fiery trials of perse- 
cution. 

Such an interpretation is by no means 
necessary. Babylon in, Peter’s day had 
large Jewish population. Indeed in the 
eleventh century, we are told, there were 
still 20,000 Jews in that city. Peter had 
been sent primarily to the Jews; Paul so 
states in Galatians 2:7, “The gospel of 
the uncircumcision was committed unto 
me, as the gospel of the circumcision 
was unto Peter.” The tactic of the Spirit 
of God fitted in with the geographical 
assignment. Paul was destined to evan- 
gelize the Occident; Peter to remain in 
the Orient. Origen speaks of Ignatius 
as the second bishop of Antioch, signifi- 
cantly adding “after Peter, the blessed 
apostle.” 

Certainly Peter was in Palestine, not 
in Rome, in the earlier days (Acts 12:3). 
In the year 42 he was with Paul in Jeru- 
salem (Gal. 1:18) and in A.D. 56 was 
present at the Council of Jerusalem. 
Strange that this council was not held 
in Rome if, as Roman theologians insist, 
Rome had been for more than forty 
years the center of the Christian world. 
The account of the Council in Acts 15 is 
full of surprises. The persons most 
prominently mentioned are Paul and 
Barnabas who recount the wonderful 
work among the pagans of Cyprus and 
Asia Minor. Not a word of Peter’s 
Roman converts during the fourteen 
years of his alleged residence there, al- 
though he spoke in the Council. 

When the brethren sent letters of ad- 
vice to Paul’s churches in Antioch, Syria, 
and Cilicia, why were not the converts 
of Peter at Rome given similar direc- 
tives? Would the Council have ignored 
the existence of a church in the capital 
of the Empire? It is impossible to sus- 
tain such a hypothesis! 

Did Peter after the Council start out 
for Rome? No, for Paul notes in Gala- 
tians 2:9-11 that he went to Antioch 
where Paul reproached him for dissimu- 
lation. The date was A.D. 56. Two years 
later Paul, then in Corinth, was writing 
the Epistle to the Romans. Up to that 
time there is no evidence at all in the 
New Testament that Peter had been in 
Rome, yet by 58, according to Roman 
Catholic tradition, he had for sixteen 
years been exercising his ministry there 
as Bishop of Rome, 

Read the opening of the Epistle to the 
Romans. The dedication is “to all that 
be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be 
saints.” 

Is it fraternal deference, or even the 
simplest courtesy, not to have sent this 
letter through the representative head of 
the Roman church? How would one 
characterize the fact that a bishop ad- 
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dressed a command directly to the faith- 
ful of another diocese, ignoring alto- 
gether the existence of its spiritual 
leader, even affecting to shun the least 
allusi6n to’ him? That is exactly the 
case in this important Epistle, if Peter 
were then bishop of Rome. 

Read on further: “I long to see you, 
that I may impart unto you some spir- 
itual gift. . . . I am ready to preach the 
gospel to you that are in Rome also” (vs. 
11, 15). These are very surprising words, 
are they not, from the pen of an apostle 
whose writings always witness to his 
tactfulness? 

“What !” the Christians of Rome would 
have replied, “has not the Gospel already 
been announced to us and by the Apostle 
Peter himself? As to spiritual gifts for 
our edification, who is better able to 
give them to us than the representative 
of Jesus Christ on earth? Are you not 
aware that we have had the notable priv- 
ilege of having him head our’ church 
now for sixteen years?” 

If this seems exaggeration let one read 
attentively this Epistle to the Romans. 
Paul speaks in a way unmistakably im- 
plying that they have urgent need, not 
only of deeper instruction, but of infor- 
mation on the most elementary truths 
of the Christian faith, He warns, coun- 
sels, exhorts. Everything indicates that 
the Roman community was lacking in 
spiritual knowledge. Does not this imply 
that the presence of the Apostle Peter 
in Rome before A.D. 58 was wholly un- 
likely? 

And another consideration even more 
significant. The Epistle contains (a 
unique fact) nearly an entire chapter of 
salutations. There are twenty-seven. 
With a word of affection or of praise 
Paul gives to each a brotherly saluta- 
tion. Among all the names, of whom 
few have come down in history, a single 
name is lacking. And what a name— 
the name of Peter! To forget or to omit 


(Continued on page 728) 





Coming Next Week 


EXT week’s Sunpay ScHOooL 

Tmes is the Autumn Plans 
Number for 1950. In keeping with 
its title, there will be a double- 
page spread of several tested ways 
of working articles, suggestive for 
your school. It is called, “Fall 
Plans for Your Sunday School.” 


In addition there will be a 
wealth of suggestions for meeting 
fall needs in church and Sunday 
school supplies and equipment in 
the advertising columns of this 
issue, 

Mr. George T. B. Davis continues 
his interesting and informing 
series, “Israel Returns Home Ac- 
cording to Prophecy,” with the 
fifth article, subtitled, “Herzl’s 
Vision Becomes Reality.” 




















Notes on Open Letter; 











Christ's Knowledge 
of the Scriptures 


I have been a subscriber for 
years and appreciate THE Sunny 
ScHoot Trmes for many things mop 
and more as the years roll by,., , 

I rarely ever omit reading “Notes m 
Open Letters.” Now I have a ques. 
tion of my own. In the April 22 issy 
of the Times, Dr. Petrie says (p, 33) 
that Christ’s mother was His 
teacher, implying that she taught Hin 
the Old Testament. I have al 
been a very firm believer in s 
omnipresence, omniscience, and om. 
nipotence. Also I believe that Jesus 
while on earth, was just as much Go 
in human flesh as before His birth 
I have always understood that He 
knew ne phan A that was in the 0 
Testament even before His mother be. 
gan instructing Him and _ before His 
meeting the scribes and Pharisees 
twelve years of age, and that He did 
not have to turn to the Book of Isaiah 
before reading it,-or that He did no 
have to spend the eighteen years o 
ae in studying the Word. .., 

hile it was a wise mother who car. 
fully instructed Jesus, and doubtles 

He was a very attentive student, it 

was not necessary as far as Jesus wa 

concerned. Am I right?—A Californiy 
reader. 

God’s Word does not make fuly 
clear just how the human and divin 
natures were united in the one person of 
Jesus Christ. Certainly He was not any 
the less God the Son when He assumed 
a nature which was in all points like 
ours, Philippians 2:6-8 indicates that 
the humbling of the second person of 
the Trinity consisted in adding to His 
divine nature a human nature. 

What this means is expressed by Dr. 
Charles Hodge as follows: 

“In setting forth His Son as clothed 
in all the attributes of humanity, with: 
body that was born of a woman, whith 
increased in stature, which was see, 
felt, and handled, and with a soul thi 
was troubled, joyful, and sorrowful, tha 
increased in wisdom and was ignorant 
of certain things, God intends and te 
quires that we should believe that He 
was a true man. . . . The elements united 
or combined in his person are two dis 
tinct substances, humanity and divinity 
[and] He has in his constitution the same 
essence or substance which constitutes 
us men, and the same substance which 
makes God infinite, eternal, and imm- 
table in all his perfections, . . . This 
union is not by mixture so that a new, 
third substance is produced, which i 
neither humanity nor divinity, but po 
sessing the properties of both. This isa 
impossibility, because the properties it 
question are incompatible. , . . Huma 
ity and divinity retain each its peculia 
properties in their union in the pers@ 
of Christ. And as intelligence, seit 
bility, and will are properties of & 
human soul, without which it ceases # 


(Continued on page 728) 



































August 26, 195 * 


owe ai or oe oe Bee mestHe = © 


cs oOst = ace we Oj oe 


@oneteerrensnap 


Sawrisce @ vv Qs cD vn smorssece ow 





Otters 








26, 19 son for September 10 


When 4,000 delegates gathered 
at the English Keswick 


at Keswick, England, on a red and 
white banner, are the words from 
Galatians 3:28, “All one in Christ Jesus.” 
It was a very wonderful sense of oneness 
in Christ that prevailed in the gathering 
of some 4,000 delegates from all parts 
of the world, from the first meeting on 
Saturday evening, July 15, through the 
t Communion service on Friday 
night, July 21. 

In his welcoming address, Mr. Fred 
Mitchell, who, as was his predecessor, 
Mr, Aldis, is both chairman of the Con- 
yention and home director in England of 
the China Inland Mission, referred 
briefly to the history of the Convention, 
which has continued for seventy-five 
years. In the Council’s Letter of Invita- 
tion, printed in the program he had said: 

“At the first Convention in 1875, when 


Oe the platform in the large tent 


ertain plans had broken down and the 


Conveners were facing grave difficul- 
ties, Canon Harford Battersby spoke on 
Psalm 62:5, words which have since be- 
come one of the mottoes of the Conven- 
tion, ‘My soul, wait thou only upon God.’ 
It was the breakdown of human plans 
which cast those leaders themselves upon 
God, and .gave them an opportunity of 
proving God in a new way... . 

“Were we without any guide as to the 
nature of God and His ways with men, 
we should doubtless come together in 
the garment of heaviness. But we hope 
to meet once again, if the Lord will, to 
eelebrate His victory, to declare His 
truth, and especially to wait upon Him. 
Let each one of us who is able to come 
up for the week of meetings approach 


the Convention with this as a fixed at- 


titude, ‘My soul, wait thou only upon 
God; for my expectation is from Him.’” 


Some of the Speakers and Chairmen 


It is clearly evident that most of the 
great throng came in that spirit, and 
they were not disappointed, for a feast 
of good things was spread before us by 
the fifteen speakers and chairmen of 
Meetings. These included the following 
Ministers: W. Graham Scroggie, E, L. 
Langston, T. M. Bamber, A. T. Houghton, 
George B. Duncan, Alan Redpath, Bishop 
Hugh Gough, Canon T. F. C. Bewes, W. 
W. Martin, J. Dunlop; two laymen: 
Thomas B. Rees and P. S. Henman; and 
two speakers at a special women’s meet- 
ing, Mrs. C. H. M. Foster and Miss A. 
Christensen. (Mr. A. T. Houghton is a 
brother of Bishop Frank Houghton, gen- 
eral director of the China Inland Mission, 
and also of the late Mr. Stanley Hough- 
ton, headmaster of the C.I.M. schools at 
‘Ruling, of whose sudden death word 
‘Was received during the Convention. 
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Christians on both sides of the At- 
lantic, and in mission lands as well, 
have followed for many years the 
meetings held each July, with very 
few exceptions, at Keswick, England. 
Here, each year, God has seen fit to 
pour out unusual spiritual blessing, 
as messages of the life that is Christ 
have been proclaimed in the power 
of the Spirit. 

This year the Editor of The Sun- 
day School Times was. present 
throughout the Convention, and he 
shares with readers his impressions 
of the messages, the meetings, and 
the leaders. 








The audiences at Keswick are quieter 
just before and after meetings than in 
our American conferences, and there is 
more dignity, order, and gravity on the 
platform. There are no song leaders, 
and the two men pianists who played 
alternately at the services had a firm, 
strong touch and rendered the hymns 
clearly with few variations of their own. 
Amplifiers carried the speakers’ voices 
to every part of the tent. 

There was never a day and hardly a 
meeting without rain. But the showers 
had the advantage of keeping the tents 
cool and making it uninteresting for the 
delegates to roam about the lovely 
mountain paths and beside Derwent- 
water, the lake at Keswick; and they 
were symbolic of the showers of bless- 
ing that fell on the assembly. 

It is impossible, of course, in one 
short article to give an adequate report 
of the forty-seven meetings held during 
the six full days. Some of these were 
held simultaneously in the two tents — 
the large one in Skiddaw Street and the 
small one in Eskin Street. Each morn- 
ing at seven there was a general prayer 
meeting in the big tent, led by E, L. 
Langston; and a missionary prayer meet- 
ing in the Methodist Church, led by A. 
T. Houghton. There were special meet- 
ings for children, young people, and 
women; and an open-air service, led by 
Alan Redpath, each evening at nine in 
the Market Place. (Mr. Redpath will 
spend three months in the United States 
this autumn, and may be reached 
through Mr, Ralph Mitchell, Pocket Tes- 
tament League, 710 Witherspoon Bldg., 
Philadelphia.) . However, some idea of 
the searching, spiritual messages may be 
gained from just a few quotations from 
the messages. 

For his opening address on Saturday 
evening Dr. Scroggie took his text from 
the Revised Standard Version of Mark 
10:51, “What do you want me to do for 
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“All One in Christ Jesus” , : 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, JR. 


you?” He said: “Each of us is individ- 
ualized in the crowd .. . not lost like 
drops in an ocean. Each of us stands in 
need of something. We are helpless to 
meet our need. We must be sure we 
want our need to be met. We must be- 
lieve that Christ can meet our need.” 

Dr. Scroggie also gave the morning 
Bible readings from the Book of Joshua, 
and these were exceptionally rich in 
spiritual truth. Here are a few exam- 
ples: 


Nuggets From the Messages 

“Faith is not credulity or presumption, 
but a moral principle of action divinely 
given. — The inheritance is God's gift, 
but possession is what we make our 
own. It is enfolded in regeneration and 
unfolded in sanctification; the potential 
should become potent, — Fresh light is 
given only to the obedient. — The way 
of the fully yielded life is not one of 
escapism, but of conflict. — All battles 
are important, but some are of vital and 
crucial importance. It will suit the 
enemy well if we sinfully play with op- 
portunity. — The secrets of victory are 
faith, obedience, courage. — Two causes 
of defeat are self-confidence and covet- 
ousness. — No one can live to himself, 
and no one can sin to himself. — Our 
spiritual inheritance is all that we have 
in Christ. Our spiritual possession is 
as much as the believer appropriates, — 
The more one has of Christ, the more 
he is capable of having. — Possession is 
by conflict, providence, request, capacity, 
faith, — Preventives of possession are 
slackness, compromise, inability, — Per- 
ils of possession are misunderstanding, 
blunder, apostasy. — The Christ who 
died and did a work for us now lives to 
do a work in us. — The Church has been 
content to live between Easter and Pen- 
tecost, on the right side of justification, 
but on the wrong side of sanctification; 
on the right side of pardon, but on the 
wrong side of power. — The quality of 
our usefulness always depends on the 
state of our heart.” 

Mr. Bamber.—“Jacob was a man with 
a self-planned life under religious aus- 
pices. — We never say good-by to our 
past until God deals with it. — All of 
us have a citadel of pride somewhere. 
In Jacob it was his strength and manli- 
ness, and that’s where God met him and 
maimed him, 

“Cleansing is imperative to all effec- 
tive service, — You can never make too 
much of the blood of Christ. — The be- 
liever’s conscience must be different 
from that of the man of the world.” 

Mr. Mitchell.—“Proud saints seldom 
know that they are proud. — The es- 
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sence of sin is selfishness, a negation of 
the grace of God, and a contradiction of 
the humility of Christ.” “Three ques- 
tions by which we may test ourselves: 
(1) What happens when another is pre- 
ferred before us? (2) What happens 
when my plans or views are not ac- 
cepted? (3) How do I respond to crit- 
icism?” 

Mr. Dunlop.—‘“God’s strength is able 
and available to fill our lives. We can- 
not, but He can. The place of surrender 
is the place of strength.” 

Mr. Duncan.—“To those who have no 
sense of need God has little to say. — 
Promises are pledges of the faithfulness 
of God, and conveyances of the power 
of God. No one here is so desperate but 
in the pages of Scripture there is a 
promise to meet his need.” 





On Wednesday afternoon a tea for 
missionaries and overseas guests was 
held in the small tent in Eskin Street. 
There were nationals present from more 
than twenty-five countries, and mission- 
aries from at least ten. At the request 
of the Council, Mr. Mortimer Lane of 
Wheaton, IIl., gave an impressive account 
of the revival last winter at Wheaton 
College. 

One of the outstanding Convention 
sessions was the missionary meeting 
from 10 to 12 on Friday morning. At 
the back of the platform were the 
words, “Go ye into all the world and 
preaah the Gospel unto every creature.” 
There were ten speakers, allotted eight 
minutes each and representing various 
countries or groups of people, such as 
Jews and Moslems. Besides missionaries, 
there were an African pastor, a Chris- 
tian woman from India, and a Christian 
Chinese woman, Dr, Anna Hsing, who 
attended the Convention with her hus- 
band, also a doctor. They set forth the 
needs of their fields in a vivid way and 
made urgent appeals for more workers 
and prayer support. A large number of 
young people stood up when Mr, Mit- 
chell gave a challenge for volunteers for 
the foreign field. 

The climax of the Convention was the 
Communion service on Friday evening, 
when the large tent was packed with 
some 4,000 people. They filed quietly 
in at 8.15 when the several entrances 
were opened... Dr. Scroggie conducted 
the service, assisted by members of the 
Council at the table, and by forty-four 
helpers who served the great company 
in silence and without confusion. The 
helpers had been given printed instruc- 
tions, with diagram, and had met one 
hour before the service for a rehearsal 
and further directions from Mr. Clar- 
ence Foster. 


Dr, Scroggie read the familiar passage 
in 1 Corinthians 11 with feeling and 
expression, and seemed to lead the quiet 
and attentive congregation into the very 
presence of God. The unity of all who 
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are redeemed by the blood of Christ was 
vividly portrayed by that great throng 
gathered from all evangelical denomin- 
ations and the four corners of the world. 


The Keswick message is essentially the 
same as it has been for seventy-five 
years: That Christ died to cleanse us 
from the guilt and deliver us from the 
present power of sin; that victory is 
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possible through moment-by-moment 
faith in Christ. As the delegates came 
away from the last meeting, that wop. 
derful Communion service, they coulg 
still see the five blue and white banney 
over the tent bearing the five words tha 
sum up so well the Convention message: 
“Faith, Peace, Love, Joy, Hope.” 
LONDON, 


IV. Israel Returns Home According to Prophecy 


Treasures hid in a cave 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVis 


Readers will recall two articles by Dr. Joseph P. Free, Archaeological Edi- 
tor of The Sunday School Times, published in the March 26 and August 27, 
1949 issues of the Times, telling of the finding of the new Isaiah manuscripts, 
Now, in this fourth article in his series on prophecy and Israel’s return, Mr, 
Davis tells of his interview with the head of the Department of Palestinian 
Archaeology of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Professor Sukenik, 
who acquired one set of the manuscripts and early recognized their value, 
At least two more articles in Mr. Davis’s series will follow. 


E WERE so glad that on previous 

visits to Palestine we had been able 
to visit freely the Old City, and to walk 
on its wide, ancient walls, and to go 
into the Mosque of Omar with its great 
black rock, which is supposed to be 
the very place where Abraham was 
willing to offer up his son Isaac and 
where Solomon’s Temple was built. In 
1937, we had also visited Bethlehem and 
the Well of the Magi, and had gone to 
Jacob’s Well in Samaria, where the Lord 
led a hungry soul to Himself, 

But, now, Jerusalem and the rest of 
the land are divided into distinct Jewish 
and Arab areas, and there is very little 
communication between the two. The 
Old City is within the ancient walls and 
with its “holy places” is in the hands of 
the Arabs. The New City, outside the 
walls, with its beautiful business and 
residential buildings, and modern im- 
provements, is possessed by the Jews. 
Between the two cities there is an area 
called “no man’s land.” Jerusalem is 
the only city in the world where a letter 
cannot be sent from the old part of the 
city to the new, or from the new to the 
old. 

Visitors and residents in the New City 
outside the walls are not permitted to 
go into the Arab-held Jerusalem and 
then to come back to the Jewish area. 
And people within the Old City cannot 
come into the new part of Jerusalem and 
then return to the old. The only excep- 
tions are members of the United Nations 
and a few other privileged persons. It 
is comparatively easy for a tourist to 
secure permission to go from New Jeru- 
salem into the Old, or from the Old into 
the New. Once the tourist is in the Old 
City he can continue his journey to 
other Arab countries. Once the tourist 
is in the New City he can continue his 
journey to other parts of Israel, or to 


Europe, or America, or other lands. But 
it is almost impossible to return from 
the Old City into the New; or from the 
New into the Old. 

At the time of the recent Arab-Jewish 
battle for Jerusalem, we wondered 
whether the Jews would capture the Old 
City. Then we were reminded of the 
words of our Lord Jesus: “Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled” (Luke 21:24). 

Jerusalem, the Old City, is still being 
“trodden down of the Gentiles.” If the 
Jews had captured the Old City with its 
Gentile population, we would have 
known that “the times of the Gentiles” 
were ended. But it was evidently not 
the appointed hour for the ending of 
“the times of the Gentiles.” 

From two different sources we heard 
very striking stories of how nearly the 
Jews came to capturing the Old City on 
two occasions, but the hand of God pre- 
vented them from doing this, for “the 
times of the Gentiles” are not yet ful- 
filled. A man who was in Jerusalem 
throughout the entire period of the fight- 
ing in the city told us .this: 

“One night, the ammunition of the 
Arabs holding the entrance to the Old 
City was practically exhausted. If the 
Jews had known this and had gone on 
fighting an hour longer, they could eas- 
ily have captured the Old City with its 
Arab population.” 

But evidently it was not God’s will 
that the Jews should have the entire city 
of Jerusalem at this time. 

A Jewish military man, who was in 
the midst of the fighting in Jerusalem, 
told us this: 

“One night we were fighting the Arabs, 
and we were winning. We could easily 
have captured the Old Arab City in 4 
few more hours. But the truce of the 
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United Nations was to take effect at six 
gclock in the’ morning, and we were 
compelled to end our advance.” 

Thus, a second time, the Jews were 
prevented from capturing the Gentile 
part of Jerusalem. In the timepiece of 
God’s eternal purposes, the hour had not 
yet struck for the fulfillment of “the 
times of the Gentiles!” 

During our stay in Jerusalem the 
Hebrew University celebrated its twenty- 
fifth anniversary. ‘The celebration was 
held in the Y.M.C.A., since, due to pres- 
ent boundary difficulties, the Univer- 
sity’s own beautiful buildings on Mount 
Scopus are inaccessible. Great throngs 
attended the ceremonies. The most in- 
teresting exhibit in connection with the 
celebration was that of portions of the 
famous Biblical scrolls, discovered in a 
cave near the Dead Sea. We had the 
privilege of seeing parts of these scrolls 
under glass and two of the large earthen 
jars in which the scrolls had been found. 
The manuscripts as a whole constitute 
the most remarkable and valuable arch- 
geological discovery of our generation. 

We were so deeply interested in this 
Biblical discovery that later we got in 
touch with Prof. E. L. Sukenik, head of 
the Department of Palestinian 
Archaeology of the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem. We 
told Professor Sukenik that we 
were writing a book on Israel, 
and that we desired to include 
in it the story of the finding of 
these ancient scrolls of the Book 
of Isaiah. The Professor very 
kindly and graciously invited us 
to visit him in his home. When 
we arrived at the appointed 
hour, he took us into his study, 
lined. with many shelves of 
books. We told him that we 
would like to hear from his 
own lips the story of the dis- 
covery of the Isaiah manuscript. 
We had a most interesting and 
thrilling hour, as he gave us the 
narrative of the oldest Bible 
manuscripts in the world today. 

Professor Sukenik also gave 
us additional material that he 
had used during his recent lec- 
ture tour in Great Britain, 
where he delivered lectures in 
various universities in England, 
Wales, and Ireland and showed 
pictures of the scrolls. The 
Professor took one of the scrolls 
with him to Great Britain and 
it was on exhibition for several 
Weeks at the British Museum. 
While in London, Professor Su- 
kenik said, “Many miracles 
have come to pass in Israel in 
the past two years, and not the 
least of them is the discovery, 
ina cave in the Judean Hills, of 
the ancient Hebrew scrolls.” 


_ After we were seated in Pro- 
fessor’s study we asked him to 
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tell us the story of the discovery. In 
reply he said: 

“In the spring of 1947, some Bedouin 
were camping with their grazing goats 
near the northwest end of the Dead Sea. 
The Bedouin saw a cave and went into 
it. They discovered many large earthen 
jars, and began to examine them. They 
found that they contained many rolls 
of old goatskin leather, on which there 
was some kind of writing. They thought 
the scrolls might be of value and brought 
them to some antique dealers in Bethle- 
hem. Part of these scrolls were acquired 
by an Assyrian bishop in the Old City 
of Jerusalem. 

“The Bishop did not know what the 
scrolls were but thought they might be 
of some value. He showed them to a 
number of scholars, both Jewish and 
Christian. They told him that the scrolls 
were of no value and were not of ancient 
date. I was in America at this time on 
sabbatical leave. After I returned to 
Jerusalem, I received a telephone call 
from an Armenian friend in the Old 
City, asking for an appointment. Jeru- 
salem then resembled a besieged city, 
and it was not possible for a Jew to go 
from the new city of Jerusalem to the 
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The Cave Where the Isaiah Manuscripts Were Found 


This member of the United Nations visited the cave after the 


discovery of the manuscripts. 
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old city without a pass. However, we 
met in No Man’s Land with three feet 
of barbed wire entanglement between us. 
I asked the friend what he wanted. He 
took from his pocket a piece of leather 
on which there was some Hebrew writ- 
ing. 

“As soon as I saw the inscribed leather 
or goat’s skin, I realized that the scrolls 
were of great antiquity and of. great 
importance. I could scarcely believe my 
eyes. The scrolls were written in beau- 
tiful Hebrew. I tried to get a closer look. 
At first, I could not make sense of the 
Hebrew writing with which I was prob- 
ably better acquainted than anyone 
else, for, in the past twenty-five years I 
had excavated about forty tombs which 
dated back very many centuries. But 
until that moment I had never seen those 
ancient letters or characters written with 
a pen. I had only seen them engraved 
on stones, obviously by skilled engravers 
using sharp instruments. 

“I asked my friend where he had ob- 
tained the piece of inscribed leather. He 
told me that a Moslem merchant in Beth- 
lehem had a number of leather scrolls, 
similar to the piece he showed me, that 
had been found in some jars in a cave 
near the Dead Sea. A few 
days later, my friend tele- 
phoned me that he had the 
scrolls. I obtained a pass to 
enter the military zone and to 
go to Bethlehem to examine the 
scrolls. 

“The night I went to Bethle- 
hem to see the scrolls was a 
historic night. It was _ the 
twenty-ninth of November, 
1947, the night in which at 
Lake Success, New York, the 
United Nations made the far- 
reaching decision to partition 
Palestine, and to establish a 
Jewish State. At this time the 
tension between the Jews and 
Arabs was very great. 

“When I met my friend in 
Bethlehem he showed me two 
scrolls. I tried hard not to be- 
tray the interest and excitement 
I felt, as I examined the scrolls, 
which were very fragile. I re- 
alized that I was being privi- 
leged to see books that had not 
been read by Jews for two 
thousand years. That night I 
secured several bundles of 
scrolls together with two com- 
plete earthen jars in which the 
scrolls had been preserved in 
the cave. 

“The disturbances between 
the Jews and Arabs over the 
partition of Palestine had now 
begun, so it was impossible for 
me to go again to Bethlehem to 
secure further bundles of the 
manuscripts. But several of 
the Arabs with whom I was 
negotiating came to see me. 
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We met near the Y.M.C.A., in Jerusalem. 
After several weeks of negotiations, I 
was able to secure all the manuscripts 
that were available from the dealer in 
Bethlehem. 

“In January, 1948, the Assyrian Bishop 
who had acquired the first bundle of 
manuscripts sent word to me that he 
would like to see me to get my opinion 
on the value of the scrolls, for others 
had told him they were of no value and 
noi of ancient date. The Bishop did not 
know that I already had secured part 
of a second manuscript of Isaiah, and 
I had not known that he had secured 
the first manuscript of the Book of Isa- 
iah. As I mentioned before, I had been 
in America on my academic sabbatical 
year when the Bishop had acquired his 
manuscript. The Bishop sent me the 
manuscripts which he had, by the hands 
of an acquaintance of mine, a member 
of the Assyrian community. We met in 
the Y.M.C.A. which was a neutral meet- 
ing ground. 

“I saw at once that the Bishop’s manu- 
scripts and those I had secured were of 
the same origin. The Bishop’s manu- 
scripts included the Book of Isaiah and 
a commentary on Habbakuk. I asked 
the gentleman whether the Bishop would 
sell the manuscripts to the Hebrew Uni- 
versity, and the answer was in the affirm- 
ative. I took the manuscripts to my 
home for a few days and kept them in 
this very room in which we are now sit- 
ting. This room, by the way, is prob- 
ably the only room in the world where 
all the manuscripts found in the cave 
have been assembled together, 

“You can imagine my excitement as I 
examined the scrolls the Bishop had sent 
to me. Here I had in my hands the com- 
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Two of the Jars That Held the Ancient Isaiah Manuscripts 
The manuscripts were hidden in jars like these for long centuries. 


plete text of the Book of Isaiah. I spent 
days and nights reading it. But I had 
to return it to the Assyrian Bishop. I 
made my way through No Man’s Land 
in Jerusalem, to try to make a deal with 
my friend who represented the Bishop. 
It was agreed that we should meet again 
in a week’s time, when he would bring 
the Bishop and I would bring Dr. Mag- 
nes of the Hebrew University, and we 
would talk over the price and the pur- 
chase of the manuscripts from the 
Syriacs. 

“You can picture my feelings as I 
parted with the precious scrolls. The 
thought flashed through my mind that 
perhaps I would never see them again. 
And it turned out that I did not see 
them again! When they learned that the 
manuscripts were of great value, friends 
of the Bishop took them to the American 
School of Oriental Research in Jerusa- 
lem, and the Americans obtained the 
right to publish the manuscripts. The 
Syriac Bishop then decided to. take the 
manuscripts to the United States, and 
there they were photographed and the 
original manuscripts were exhibited in 
the Library of Congress. The Bishop 
asked a million dollars for the manu- 
script of Isaiah that he had. Some Amer- 
ican institutions were interested in buy- 
ing the manuscripts, but they were 
afraid of legal problems. So far as I 
know they have not been sold. 

“There were two Isaiah manuscripts 
found in the cave. We had one and the 
Bishop had the other. A portion of the 
leather of my manuscript had decom- 
posed and a black mass had spread over 
parts of the scroll, making it difficult to 
read the manuscripts. This black mass 
also made it difficult to photograph the 
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manuscripts by the usual processes, } 
February, 1949, I took the manuseriy 
to New York to the John Pierpont My. 
gan Library and had it photographed by 
the infrared process. This made it po. 
sible to read the writing of the many, 
scripts. 

“In the light of many years of study 
of ancient Hebrew manuscripts, I an 
dating these scrolls before the Maccab. 
ean period — that is, not later than th 
second century B.C.” 

We asked Professor Sukenik whethe 
the finding of the ancient manuseripy 
of Isaiah disproved the contention of th 
higher critics that there were two Is. 
iahs who wrote the book at differen 
periods. He stated that there was ab. 
solutely no evidence in the complet 


. scroll of the Book of Isaiah that it hag 


been written by more than one author 
Professor Sukenik added, “In fact we 
know that as far back as the third cep. 
tury B.C., the Book of Isaiah containg 
the same chapters that we now have ip 
our modern versions.” The manuscript 
found in the cave and now in the posses. 
sion of the Hebrew University includ 
one-third of the Book of Isaiah and, 
number of ancient Hebrew hymns, hitb. 
erto unknown, and a manuscript which 
Professor Sukenik has named, “The War 
of the Sons of Light Against the Sons of 
Darkness.” 


When we asked Professor Sukenik 
why it was that the scrolls had been 
hidden in a cave, he replied: “There are 
evidences that those who copied the 
manuscripts had to leave Palestine and 
go to Damascus. It was a custom among 
the ancient Jews never to destroy or 
throw away books or writings that con- 
tained the name of God, but to bury 
them. These were likely old or disused 
Biblical books, so they put them in jars 
in the cave when they left the country.” 

In conclusion, Professor Sukenik said: 

“There were two Isaiah manuscripts 
found in the cave. They were both writ- 
ten in the pure Biblical Hebrew. They 
are the oldest Biblical scrolls or Bible 
manuscripts in the world. They are one 
thousand years older than any Hebrew 
Biblical manuscripts now extant.” 


Professor Sukenik told us that he is 
preparing a publication in Hebrew and 
English about the manuscripts. It will 
contain a full translation of the Hebrew 
text, not only of the Book of Isaiah, but 
of religious hymns that were used at 
that period. This book will probably be 
obtainable later on from the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem, Israel. 

We thanked Professor Sukenik most 
heartily for the most interesting and in- 
spiring information he had given Us 
And we went our wav with hearts full 
of joy and gratitude to God for giving 
us this narrative which we feel sure will 
be a blessing to both Jews and Gentiles 
in America and other lands. 

(To be continued) 
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Making Missionary Sunday Real 
A presentatign for Intermediate girls 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudiow 


N ONE school, where Missionary Sun- 

day means more than a mere giving 
of facts and figures regarding the work 
ef the church in foreign parts, a presen- 
tation of scenes from mission fields is 
often employed. Most effective was one 
such program given on India. 

A group of girls of Intermediate age, 
draped in sheets to represent an Indian 
costume, came to the platform accom- 
panied by their American friend, the 
missionary. The missionary was simply 
dressed, and with -her native Bible 
woman was busily engaged packing her 
bags, preparatory to leaving the village. 
A little chatter went on during the pro- 
cedure. The girls watched silently for a 
dme then started pleading with the mis- 
gionary that she stay and help them. 
The missionary replied that there were 
so many girls in other villages who had 
not heard the story of Jesus, she must go 
and tell them. Perhaps she would come 
again some day. In the meantime they 
must remember all she had told them, 
and that they should accept the Lord 
Jesus into their hearts and then He 
would help them live in accord with His 
teachings in the Bible. She closed by 
singing, using the old tune, “Believe Me 
If All Those Endearing Young Charms”: 
I think when I read that sweet story of old, 


When Jesus was here among men, 
How He called little children as lambs to 


His fold, 

I should like to have been with them 
then. 

I wish that His hands had been placed on 
my head, 


That His arm had been thrown around 


me, 
And that I might have seen His kind look 
when He said, 
“Let the little ones come unto me.” 


The Indian girls listened closely, then, 
using the same tune, sang: 


But that is a story we never have heard, 
Perhaps it is only for you. 
Tt is such a sweet story of strong, loving 


arms, 
Do you ‘spose that it is really true? 


So many lost children in India today 
Need a friend lke this Jesus to bless, 
To feed them, and clothe them, and care 
for them all, 
And give them His loving caress. 
The missionary replied by singing the 
following stanzas of the hymn: 


Yet still to His footstool in prayer I may go, 
And ask for a share in His love 

And if I now earnestly seek Him below, 
I shall see Him and hear Him above. 


T long for the joy of that glorious time, 

‘The sweetest and brightest and best, 

When the dear little children of every clime 
crowd to His arms and be blest. 


The Indian girls answered: 


But thousands and thousands of children 
like us 

Never heard of that Heavenly Home. 

Do you really believe there is room for us 


all? 
Does He want little Hindoos to come? 
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Would He take little children so friendless 
as we? 
Would He take us although we are poor? 
Would He take little orphans and child 
widows, too? 
Is it really for us, are you sure? 


The missionary listened to their appeal, 
then promised the girls she would try 


Your Vacation Testimony 
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to have a Bible woman sent to them. 
In the meantime they were to remember 
that Jesus does love them. She asked 
them to sing with her the hymn they 
had learned together: “Yes, Jesus Loves 
Me.” 


Corat GABLEs, FLA, 


Will it bear dividends for Christ this year? 


ILL the cottage camp operator or 

the hotel maid who serves you on 
your vacation this summer know you 
are Christian? How will they discover 
it? What will your conduct make them 
think of Christianity? 

A Christian guest in a hotel returned 
to his room to find the maid making it 
orderly. It seemed to be a God-given 
opportunity to testify so he said, “I 
understand that Dr. Blank (a well- 
known speaker) who is hclding evan- 
gelistic services at such and such a place 
is a guest in this hotel. Have you been 
to his meetings?” 

“No,” replied the maid, “and what's 
more I have no intention whatever of 
going. If I did, anything he said would 
simply go in one ear and out the other.” 

“How is that?” asked the Christian in 
surprise. 

“I have to clean up his room daily. 
There is a wastebasket in the room, but 
does he use it? No; he tears his scrap 
paper into small bits and scatters them 
on the floor. The sweeper will not take 
them up so I have to get down and pick 
them up one by one. 

“There is a container for soiled laun- 
dry, but does he use it? No; there'll be 
a towel in this corner, a shirt in that one, 
hose somewhere under the bed, ali to 
be picked up and put away. Anyone 
who is no more thoughtful of others than 
that has no message on Christianity for 
me.” 

Another true incident also concerns 
vacation conduct. A Christian man and 
his unsaved brother were joint owners 
of a lakeside cabin. By mutual consent 
with no rental charge a friend of the 
Christian was permitted to take his fam- 
ily and occupy the cottage for a week 
or two. This man was a godly person 
who would be considered a top ranking 
servant of the Lord. After the vacation 
was over and the guests had departed, 
it was discovered that cooking utensils 
of a type subject to rust had been left 
unwashed. That lack of courtesy re- 
sulted in the unsaved brother becoming 
even less favorable to Christianity. 

Six different cottage camp operators 
were asked the question, “Did you ever 
have a guest do or say anything which 
caused you to consider him religious?” 

Without exception they cited the in- 
quiries of guests as to when Catholic 
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Mass was held. One operator reported 
guests who had'stated in their first con- 
versation that they were Christian Sci- 
entists; one said Protestant people occa- 
sionally asked about church locations or 
services. One told of a group of high 
school students with a minister as chap- 
eron, and one told of a family who sat 
out in the yard on a Sunday afternoon 
and discussed Bible questions: But no 
operator spoke of a guest whose neat- 
ness or winsomeness was of such a de- 
gree as to require an explanation. None 
reported a guest inquiring about his 
host's salvation, or even leaving a tract, 

Ought not we pray that even an over- 
night stop might have eternal signifi- 
cance, and that even the most casual of 
our vacation contacts might count for 
Christ? 

A visitor in a community went for a 
walk. He observed an old-fashioned well 
on the porch of a cottage, and beside it 
an old man sitting. The day being warm, 
the vacationist decided to request a 
drink. The favor was courteously 
granted. As the cool water was sipped, 
the drinker’s eyes fell on a Bible resting 
on a near-by window sill. He picked it 
up and leafed through it. His eye 
caught an unusual inscription on the fly- 
leaf. It said, “A Christian passed this 
way ...” and a date followed. The 
owner of the Bible explained, when 
questioned, that on the date recorded 
another visitor had stopped to quench 
a thirst, with the same result as when 
Christ asked the Samaritan woman for 
a drink. 

Wasn't that a glorious dividend on a 
vacation testimony? Will anyone write 
of you this year, “A Christian passed my 
way the summer of 1950”? 

CAMDENTON, Mo. 


Men venture themselves on God’s 
Word as they do on doubtful ice, timidly 
putting a light foot out, to feel if it will 
bear them, and always having the tacit 
fear, “Now, it is going to crack!” You 
must cast yourself on God’s Gospel with 
all your weight, without any hanging 
back, without any doubt, without even 
a shadow of a suspicion that it will give 
— that the firm, pure floor will give, and 
let you through into the water.—Alez- 
ander Maclaren, D.D. 








720 (8) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 








August 26, 1950 





LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 10. JOHN MARK, WHO MADE GOOD 


Mark 14:51, 52; Acts 12:12, 25; 13:4, 5, 13; 15:36-40; Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; Philemon 24, 
1 Peter 5:13; printed text, Acts 12:12, 25; 13:4, 5, 13; 15:36-40 


Golden Text.—I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.—Phil. 4:13 


Kinc James VERSION 


Acts 12:12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to 
the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; 
where many were gathered together praying. 

25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they 
had fulfilled their ministry, and took with them John, whose 


surname was Mark. 


Chap. 13:4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, de- 
parted unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 

5 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word 
of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to 


their minister. 


13 Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they 
and John departing from them 


came to Perga in Pamphylia: 
returned to Jerusalem. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


ST as a Master-artist can, with a 
oJ bold strokes, so depict a hu- 
man countenance that we can rec- 
ognize it at once, so has the Holy Spirit, 
in a few brief passages in the New Tes- 
tament, outlined for us the characteristic 
features of the life and ministry of John 
Mark, the nephew of Barnabas, the one- 
time wealthy Cypriote-Levite (Acts 4: 
36). Mark was the son of Mary, a rich 
woman of Jerusalem, who had a house 
large enough to be used as a prayer- 
meeting place for many of the church 
in that city (Acts 12:12). He was, as 
we say, born with “a silver spoon in his 
mouth.” Used to a life of ease and com- 
fort, he found it hard, later on, to ac- 
cept the trials and difficulties that were 
inseparably linked with missionary serv- 
ice; so after a short experience in that 
line he returned to his mother, much to 
the disgust of Paul, who later refused 
to give him a second chance to make 
good, but in after years recognized him 
as a true servant of Christ. His story 
should be a source of encouragement to 
others who, because of early failure, 
might feel unworthy to be trusted again. 
The God who enabled Mark to succeed, 
when he launched out with his uncle a 
second time, stands ready to strengthen 
every earnest soul, no matter what vacil- 
lation may have been evidenced in the 
past. 
The Historical Setting 
Of Mark’s birth or death we know 
nothing, although tradition says he be- 
came an outstanding missionary to 
Egypt, where he founded what is known 
as the Coptic Church, and that he there 
laid down his life as a martyr for the 
Gospel’s sake. It is generally supposed 


Chap. 15:36 And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let 


to the work. 


us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have 
preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do. 

37 And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose 
surname was Mark. 

38 But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who 
departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them 


39 And the contention was so sharp between them, that they 
departed asunder one from the other: 
Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; 

40 And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended 


and so Barnabas took 


by the brethren unto the grace of God. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter. 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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that he himself is the young man men- 
tioned in his Gospel who was close to 
Jesus when He was being led away by 
the soldiers from Gethsemane, and who 
fled when they sought to arrest him, 
leaving his cloak in their hands. Just 
when he wrote the Gospel we cannot 
be sure. but it was evidently one of the 
earliest records of the life, ministry, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus. He 
was Peter’s companion at one time and 
probably wrote in conjunction with him. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 12:12.—“The house of Mary the 
mother of John, whose surname was 
Mark.” Many suppose this to have been 
the same house in the upper room of 
which the disciples gathered for prayer, 
while waiting for the coming of the 
spirit. Whether this be true or not, it 
is evident that Mary’s home was a large 
house and that Mary herself was a 
woman in comfortable circumstances. 
How little she realized that in years to 
come her chief claim to remembrance 
would be the fact that her son was 
chosen of God to write one of the in- 
spired records of the Saviour’s life! 


Verse 25.—“Barnabas and Saul ... 
took with them John, whose surname 
was Mark.” Probably Barnabas and his 
companion were entertained in his sis- 
ter’s home and so had opportunity to 
note the desire of Mark to have a part 
in the work of the Lord. They arranged 
to have him accompany them on their 
return journey to Antioch, thus giving 
him an opportunity to learn something 
more of what was involved in full-time 
service for the Lord. 


Acts 13:4.—“They, being sent forth by 
the Holy Ghost.” This is said of Barna- 
bas and Saul. John Mark was not as 
yet conscious of the divine call, but ac- 
companied them in order to assist in any 
way in which. he was capable, 


Verse 5.—“They had also John to their 
minister”; that is, as their attendant, 
Unquestionably there were many re- 
sponsibilities he could take upon himself, 
particularly in regard to temporal things, 
which would relieve the older men and 
leave them free to prosecute the great 
work of evangelization. 

Verse 13.—“John departing from them 
returned to Jerusalem.” Was it an at- 
tack of homesickness that led the young 
man to leave the work and return to his 
mother? Or had he become discouraged 
and felt himself unfitted for such serv- 
ice? We do not know, but from Paul’s 
attitude toward him, later on, it seems 
clear that he, at least, felt that John 
Mark had proved himself an untrust- 
worthy servant. 

Acts 15:36.—“Paul said unto Barnabas, 
Let us go again and visit our brethren 
in every city where we have preached.” 
This was the proposal for a second mis- 
sionary journey, having in view, pri- 
marily, the establishment in the truth of 
those already saved; but for Paul it 
proved to be, to a very large extent, an- 
other pioneering campaign, reaching out 
to many places hitherto untouched by the 
Gospel. 

Verse 37.—“Barnabas determined to 
take with them John, whose surname 
was Mark.” Desiring to give his nephew 
another opportunity to prove himself as 
a servant of Christ, Barnabas proposed 
that the young man should accompany 
them again. No doubt, family affection 
played a considerable part in this de- 
cision, but it was also, as later events 
proved, the leading of the Lord, who is 
ever gracious and would not reject Mark 
because of his former unfaithfulness. 

Verse 38.—“But Paul thought not good 
to take him with them.” Himself pre- 
pared to go to any lengths for the Gos- 
pel’s sake, Paul had no patience with 
one who did not seem to realize the 
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Lesson for September 10 


importance of the great work in which 
they were engaged, He therefore sternly 
refused to agree to Barnabas’s proposal. 
Verses 39, 40—‘“Barnabas took Mark, 
and sailed unto Cyprus; and Paul chose 
Silas, and departed, being recommended 
by the brethren unto the grace of God.” 
Unable to agree on this matter, the two 
eminent servants of Christ parted com- 
pany, so far as we know, never to labor 
together again. Barnabas and John 
Mark went back to Cyprus, and Paul 
chose Silas, who had already become 
highly esteemed by the brethren, as his 
companion, and so started off on his sec- 
ond missionary tour. The Antiochian 
church seemed to side with Paul in the 
controversy, for they commended him 
to the grace of God as he left them. We 
do not read of any commendation for 
Barnabas. In after years, Paul wrote 
kindly and approvingly of Barnabas (1 
Cor. 9:6), and when in prison at Rome 
asked Timothy to bring Mark with him, 
saying, “He is profitable unto me for the 
ministry” (2 Tim. 4:11). See also Colos- 
sians 4:10. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

It is a great mistake to suppose that, 
because one has failed once, in some par- 
ticular aspect of Christian life and serv- 
ice, he has proved himself utterly unfit 
for a position of trust and confidence. 
Mark’s early failure and later success- 
ful service have been recorded by the 
Spirit of God for the comfort and en- 
couragement of all who, either through 
timidity or lack of determination, have 
turned aside from the path of whole- 
hearted devotion to Christ. It was Mark 
the one-time unfaithful servant, whom 
God took. up in grace and inspired to 
write the Gospel which portrays Christ 
as the faithful servant of God in this 
world. Peter had a special affection for 
Mark and speaks of him as his son (1 
Pet. 5:13), which may mean that it was 
he who led him in early days to become 
a follower of the Lord Jesus. 


Lesson Outline 

1, The home of John Mark (Acts 12:12) 

2. Mark accompanies Barnabas and Saul 
(v. 25) 

3% A missionary helper (13:4, 5) 

4 Forsaking the work (v. 13) 

5. Barnabas gives Mark a second oppor- 
portunity (15: 36-40) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Contention Between Christian Workers. 
Because of the infirmity of their flesh, 
the most approved and devoted mission- 
aties and other ministers of Christ are 
not infallible in their judgments and de- 
cisions. Consequently, differences of 
opinion as to the wisest course to pur- 
sue are common among them, as church 
abundantly shows. Back of all 
these dissensions, however, there lurks 
Somewhere a subtle pride, for Scripture 
tells us that “only by pride cometh con- 
tention” (Prov. 13:10). It would be well 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. September 3.—Peter, Who Became 
a Man of Power. Matthew 16:13- 
17; Luke 22:54-62; John 21:15-17; 
Acts 2 to 5 
Next Week's Lesson 
12. September 17.—James, Leader in 
the Jerusalem Church. Mark 3:31- 
35; 6:3; 1 Corinthians 15°7; Gala- 
tians 2:9-12; Acts 12:17; 15. 
(In this order.) 








for all of us, when differences of opin- 
ion arise, to go to God in prayer and 
seek divine help to bring us to oneness 
of mind and thus avoid strife. 


Summaries and Applications 

Before launching out in service for 
the Lord, it is always well to count the 
cost, remembering that devotion to 
Christ always means self-abnegation 
(Luke 14: 28-33). 

Jonah, in the Old Testament, and 
Mark, in the New, are examples of men 
who failed at first, but succeeded when 
given a second chance. 

Older men are sometimes apt to for- 
get the struggles of their own early days 
and so demand or expect too much from 
those who are younger and less experi- 
enced, 

Although Paul felt so strongly about 
Mark’s unfitness to go out with Barnabas 
and himself a second time, he must have 
recognized the grace and wisdom of Bar- 
nabas, in later years, when he saw how 
well Mark acquitted himself. It is evi- 
dent frem Colossians 4:10 that Mark and 
Paul enjoyed real fellowship together, 
in spite of the earlier unhappy experi- 
ence, for Paul commends Mark to others 
as an approved servant of Christ. 


Wuvona LakE, IND. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 


HY is Mark 14:51, 52 brought into 
the story of John Mark? 

2. How did John Mark come to be in 
Jesus’ company the night of the arrest? 

3. What kind of home did John Mark 
have? 

4. In what “ministry” were Barnabas 
and Paul engaged in Jerusalem? (Acts 
12: 25.) 

5. Why did Barnabas and Paul take 
John Mark back to Antioch with them? 

6. What sort of “minister” was John 
Mark to the two great evangelists? 

7. What made John Mark quit? 

8. What varying viewpoints made Paul 
and Barnabas differ so sharply about 
John Mark? 

9. What light does Paul’s attitude 
throw on the value of the work Mark 
had done? 

10. What was the result of Barnabas’ 
persistence to keep Mark in the minis- 
try? 

(Answers on page 726) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for 
Thy grace and patience toward us, and 
that Thou hast not cast us off because 
of our sins. We thank Thee, too, for 
Thy wise and loving discipline. ' Help 
us to see the things Thou wouldst lead 
us to correct in our lives, and help us 
to co-operate with Thee in correcting 
them. Show us the virtues we lack, and 
help us to develop them. Give us faith, 
love, courage, strength, patience, and 
perseverance, that, having put our hand 
to the plow, we may not turn back. Use 
Thy Word as we study it now to re- 
buke, warn, teach, and encourage us as 
we may need. Create in all our land 
a hunger and thirst after righteousness. 
Awaken Thy Church, use the labors of 
Thy faithful ministers in all places. Send 
the Gospel to all who still wait for it, 
and help us to do our part to send it 
abroad. Comfort the sad, help the needy, 
heal the sick, console the dying. Cleanse 
and forgive us as we have need, and hear 
us for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—At a youth meeting 
in our city lately about eighty Chris- 
tians from the teens to the thirties signed 
cards declaring themselves willing to 
serve Christ on the mission field. Those 
cards came to me later, and as I looked 
them over I wondered what the story 
would be fifteen years from now about 
each one who signed. For to serve the 





STAGE A OME-BACK 
TRY HRIST 


Lord you must have what it takes: faith, 
love, training, courage, patience, perse- 
verance — all these and more. Some who 
start to serve Christ lack what it takes. 
John Mark seems to have been like that. 
He turned back when things looked dan- 
gerous. But happily, he had three 
friends by whose help he made a grand 
comeback, and became a useful servant 
of the Lord. 

The first friend was Paul, in his out- 
spoken disapproval of Mark. No doubt 
Mark smarted under it and thought Paul 
anything but a friend, yet it was just 
what Mark needed to shame him for his 
failure and put him on his mettle for 
a new attempt. If Paul’s words wounded, 
they were the wounds of a friend faith- 
ful enough to show Mark his fault. Then 
there was Barnabas, the big-hearted 
uncle who gave Mark a second chance, 
even breaking with Paul to do it. If 
Paul shamed Mark over his failure, Bar- 
nabas gave him the opportunity of a 
fresh start. Then there was the Lord 
Jesus, the friend of sinners. We may be 
sure Mark told him the sad tale of his 
failure, was forgiven, and then strength- 
ened to do better, till at long last even 
Paul owned that Mark had made good 
and that he was willing to use him again. 
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Thank God for the faithful friend who 
shows you your fault. Thank Him for 
the big-hearted friend who gives you a 
second chance. But thark Him most for 
the Saviour of sinners who forgives us 
when we repent, and helps us to succeed 
where once we failed. 

Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“The house of Mary the mother of 
John, whose surname was Mark” (Acts 
12:12). —This Mary was a sister of Barna- 
bas (Col. 4:10); and because Barnabas 
at one time had land (Acts 4:37), it is 
concluded that his sister also had means. 
Barnabas sold his property and laid the 
money at the apostles’ feet; but his sis- 
ter did not sell her house, 

Our verse informs us that “many were 
gathered together praying” in her house, 
hence it must have been a large house. 
Students of the Greek language inform 
us that the wording of this verse seems 
to indicate that this house was a place 
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in which such gatherings were usual. 
This gives us John Mark’s background. 
His certainly was a godly home. And 
the Apostle Peter was his spiritual father 
(1 Pet, 5:13). 

Roger Babson said: “I have not been 
able to find a single and useful institu- 
tion which has not been founded by 
either an intensely religious person or 
by the son of a praying father or a 
praying mother. I have made this state- 
ment before the Chambers of Commerce 
of all the largest cities of the country, 
and have asked them to bring forward a 
case that is an exception to this rule. 
Thus far, I have not heard of a single 


one. 


“And took with them John , . . Mark” 
(v. 25).—What a favored person was hé, 
to be the traveling companion of such 
honored servants of the Lord as Barna- 
bas and Saul! And what a privilege 
for him to visit the large Gentile church 
in Antioch—the center of Christian 
missions! He no doubt was overjoyed 
at his prospects of service. 

The night before Moffat left England 
for his distant sphere of service, a young 
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woman asked him for his autograph, 
In her album, he wrote: 
My album is the savage breast, 
Where darkness reigns and 
wrest, 
Without one ray of light; 
To write the name of Jesus there, 
And point to worlds both bright and fair, 
And see the savage bow in prayer, 
Is my supreme delight. 


“They had also John to their minister” 
(Acts 13:5).—It has been suggested that 
possibly part of his work was the bap- 
tizing of converts, because the apostles, 
like the Lord, seem to have assigned that 
service to others. (See John 4:1, 2; 1 
Cor. 1:13-16; Acts 10:48.) No doubt at 
first John Mark was so thankful to be 
with Barnabas and Saul that he gladly 
did all he could—whether great or 
menial—to help on the work. 

At a certain mission, a wealthy lady, 
who was unfortunately deaf, made good 
use of her riches by providing excellent 
Gospel services for the poor. On one 
occasion a celebrated preacher said to 
her, “And what part do you take in this 
noble work?” “Oh,” she answered, “I 
smile them in, and I smile them out 
again.” Soon after this the preacher saw 
the good result of her “part,” as a crowd 
of working men entered the place and 
looked delighted to get a smile from her, 
The Bread of Life and the Water of Life 
cannot be recommended to people by 

~those who look as if that fare disagreed 
with them (Henry Pickering). 


tempests 


“John departing from them returned 
to Jerusalem” (v. 13).—Many reasons 
have been advanced by commentators 
for this strange action of John’s; but 
as long as the Holy Spirit through Luke 
has not given us the reason, we will not 
speculate. To use the common vernacu- 
lar, it is a shame he fell down on the 
job. Circumstances, taken by themselves, 
are sufficient to discourage any worker; 
but the Lord is superior to our circum- 
stances. He can completely change them 
or give victory over them. 

I enjoy the incident about the young 
man who had a class of boys in a mission 
Sunday school. Little fellows they were, 
and their new teacher’s kindness. and 
tact and genuine interest in them had 
won them to him completely. But for 
some reason or other, the young man 
became discouraged and decided to give 
up. He went down early that last Sun- 
day — he wanted to put his records in 
shape—and while he sat working in 
the office adjoining the classroom, two 
of his boys entered the room. One an- 
nounced that he wasn’t coming any 
more; Teacher was going to quit, and 
he was going to quit, too. The other boy 
flatly contradicted him about Teacher 
quitting. 

The two boys continued to talk, but no 
argument could convince the one lad that 
Teacher would quit. “Why,” he declared, 
“he dasn’t quit. I was the first boy im 
his class, and one Sunday he said God 
had sent him to teach us, and he had 
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lesson for September 10 


ip do what God said. He’s God’s man, 
and he dasn’t quit.” And the young man 
jdn’t quit after hearing that. He 
gught the message of encouragement 
ad cheer, of promise that came to him 
fom God, through the medium of the 
poy who felt that Teacher must make 
good because he was “God’s man.” 


“But Paul thought not good to take 
him with them” (Acts 15:38).—Whatever 
mason Mark gave for quitting didn’t 
atisty Paul—that good soldier of the 
moss—so Paul took Silas, and Barna- 
tas took his relation. Right here I like 
tp think — and it is only my thought — 
that when Mark returned from that trip, 
the Lord used his godly mother to show 
him the error of his way. He doubt- 
jess apologized to Paul and then made 
god in being a comfort to Paul in his 
imprisonment — and profitable to him in 
the ministry. He made good to such an 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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extent that the Lord used him to give 
us the Gospel according to Mark! Even 
the world says, “Success does not depend 
on not making mistakes; but on not 
making the same one twice.” 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it will do us good to 

have a look at what might be called 
“just an ordinary fellow,” in compari- 
son with the great ones he ran with, as 
Paul and Peter and Barnabas. Yet this 
ordinary fellow occupies a niche in the 
Bible hall of fame, if for no other rea- 
son, because his name stands as the 
author of one of the four Gospels — “The 
Gospel according to St. Mark.” And that 
points to our lesson today. 


Here was a young man, named John 
Mark, who seemed to have no other 
qualification for usefulness except that 
he knew how to be a helper—and he 
liked it. John Mark was reared in a 
Christian home. His mother’s name was 
Mary, and it was at her house that 
Christians were gathered for prayer for 
Peter’s release when he was thrust into 
prison, resulting in his miraculous de- 
liverance. 

John Mark, as a young man, was 
greatly concerned that Jesus should be 
recognized as the Messiah of prophecy 
and the Saviour of the world. He is 
not named in any one of the four Gos- 
pels, but Bible scholars believe he was 
the “certain young man” mentioned in 
Mark 14:51, 52, present at the arrest of 
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, evi- 
dently because of his interest in the fate 
of the Master. Our best evidence of his 
loyalty to Jesus is in his activities as a 
“helper” to Paul and Peter and Barna- 
bas in getting the news around concern- 
ing Jesus during the early days of the 
Christian Church. He accompanied Paul 
and Barnabas on their first missionary 
journey, as a helper, and later as the 
companion of Barnabas on another jour- 
ney, and finally as a helper to both Peter 
and Pauj. Paul wrote Timothy, “Take 
Mark, and bring him with thee: for he 
is profitable to me .. .” (2 Tim. 4:11). 

John Mark was a lesser light in the 
presence of the great stalwarts, but he 
served the great cause of the Lord Jesus 
by being a willing and capable helper. 
He doubtless made mistakes. The blunt 
statement is made in Acts 13:13 that he 
left Paul and Barnabas at Perga on that 
first journey. Just why is not stated, 
but it was something that Paul sorely 
disapproved of — see Acts 15:37-39, How- 
ever, Mark must have redeemed his mis- 
take, because we find Paul calling for 
him later (as shown above) and saying, 
“He is profitable to me.” Then comes 
John Mark’s crowning honor, writing 
the second Gospel which bears his name, 
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Here’s what I’m trying to show you, 
fellows: one who had no special talent 
or qualifications for being a “big shot,” 
yet with an earnest desire to do some- 
thing for Jesus Christ, taking a subordi- 
nate position, just being a handy man to 
take orders and carry them out the best 
he could, ultimately landing in a high 
place, a place of great honor—one of 
the four Gospels named for him ! 

God can wonderfully use a fellow like 
that. 

Most of us are just ordinary fellows. 
Only a small percentage are geniuses 
who can do great things and get their 
names in the papers, and that is very 
well; otherwise there wouldn’t be any- 
body much to do the chores, and it’s 
chores that produce results. Mr, Edi- 
son invented the incandescent light, but 
the millions of ordinary factory workers 
are the ones who produce the bulbs that 
are lighting up the world at night. 
Moreover, there is a spiritual value in 
the faithfulness of God’s ordinary chil- 
dren that towers away above any mate- 
rial worth. Faithfulness to Jesus Christ 
in the small duties and responsibilities 
of daily routine wins great reward. 
“Well done, good ana ‘aithful servant,” 
said Jesus to the two-t: .ent man, “thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, | 
I will make thee ruler over many 
things.” 

Yes, John Mark wrote a Gospel and 
his name is among the immortals; but 
so are you and I writing a Gospel, and 
doubtless that Gospel is being read by a 
great many more than we think, 

You are writing a gospel, 
A chapter each day, 


By deeds that you do, 
By words that you say. 


Men read what you write, 
Whether faithless or true; 

Fellows, what is the gospel 
According to YOU? 


Fontana Dam, N, C, 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HERE is not a great deal in the Bible 

about John Mark, the central figure 
in today’s lesson. But what we do read 
about him is significant. 

Acts 12:12 is the first place in the Bible 
where we read of him by name. Whoe 
ever finds it first, please read it. Here 
we learn that John Mark’s mother had 
a prayer meeting in their home. Come 
ing from a Christian home gave him a 
good start. ; 

Now turn to Colossians 4:10 and find 
out who was Mark’s uncle, (“Marcus” is 
the Latin form of the name “Mark.”) 
Do you remember large-hearted Barna- 
bas from our study of Acts? 

From 1 Peter 5:13 we learn who won 
Mark to Christ. In 1 Corinthians 4:15 
Paul explains the sense in which the 
word “son” is sometimes used in an 
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epistle. So John Mark was one of Peter’s 
converts. 

A praying mother, a preaching uncle, 
and the Apostle Peter were all deeply 
interested in young John Mark. 

Acts 13:4, 5 tells something Mark 
found to do for the Lord. He was priv- 
ileged to accompany his Uncle Barnabas 
and the Apostle Paul on their first mis- 
sionary journey, as their minister or 
servant. He was young and strong and 
so able to carry the baggage, run and 
ask directions as to the route they must 
travel, and purchase supplies-as needed. 
Usually young people like to travel, and 
also want to do some good in the world, 
Here John Mark had the opportunity to 
do both at once. 

The first stop of the missionary party 
was at the island of Cyprus, where most 
likely John Mark, as well as Barnabas, 
had relatives. They went from one end 
of the island to the other preaching the 
Gospel. When they came to Paphos on 
the southwest coast, Mark saw some 
wonderful things happen. The Roman 
governor of the island was converted ! 
The wicked Jew, who tried to prevent 
him from coming into the light, was 
punished with physical blindness for a 
time. 

From Cyprus, Paul and Barnabas and 
John Mark sailed to the mainland of 
Asia Minor, where they landed at Perga 
in Pamphylia. What did John Mark 
see here? Instead of welcoming rela- 
tives, beautiful country, and the com- 
forts of civilization, he saw only for- 
eigners, and bleak country, with steep, 
bare hills in the background. Paul and 
Barnabas believed that the Lord wanted 
them to carry the Gospel over beyond 
those desolate hills to the heathen liv- 
ing there. This did not appeal to Mark 
in the least. He had been away from Je- 
rusalem for some time now, and was very 
likely homesick. The novelty of travel 
had worn off. He had no fancy to jour- 
ney farther and farther into the wilds, 
where dangers as well as discomforts 
were certain to be found. He wanted to 
go home. Undoubtedly his uncle and the 
Apostle Paul both protested, but his 
mind was made up. He wanted to go 
home, and he went. How do you sup- 
pose his mother felt when she realized 
that he had turned back from the work 
of the Lord? I think she prayed more 
than ever that her son might be a faith- 
full follower of the Lord Jesus and not 
become a castaway. 

Almost eight years later Paul and 
Barnabas planned another missionary 
journey. John Mark wanted to go with 
them again but Paul would not take him. 
He remembered that Mark had turned 
back before, and the work of the Lord 
is too important to trifle with. But Bar- 
nabas wanted to give him another 
chance. Read Acts 15:36-39. So Barna- 
bas tock Mark and sailed once again to 
Cyprus. We never hear more of their 
missionary work. John Mark seems to 
have been faithful this time, but it must 
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have been a matter of regret to him all 
his life that he was the cause of trouble 
between his Uncle Barnabas and the 
Apostle Paul, because of his turning 
back. If he had not done that, they both 
would have wanted him, and that sor- 
rowful contention could never have 
taken place. Oh, girls, let us pray that 
we may never turn back! 

But how happy we can be that John 
Mark appears again on the pages of the 
Bible! The girls on this side of the 
table please find Philemon 24, and those 
on the other side 2 Timothy 4:11. 

How does Paul refer to Mark in Phile- 
mon 24? (As his fellow laborer.) So 
Mark won back the esteem of the Apos- 
tle Paul, which he had forfeited when 
he turned back twenty years before! 

Now read Paul’s last mention of Mark 
in 2 Timothy 4:11. This was written 
only a short time before Paul won the 
martyr’s crown. Here he asks his be- 
loved Timothy to bring Mark with him 
when he comes to visit Paul. And the 
great apostle says now that Mark is 
profitable or useful for the ministry. 
Mark was useless on the first journey 
because he turned back, but now he has 
become dependable. God even entrusted 
to him the great privilege of writing 
the second book in the New Testament. 

Perhaps Mark was naturally unstable, 
we do not know. But we do know that 
whatever it was that made him turn 
back, he was able to overcome in the 
strength of the Lord. And I believe that 
we shall hear the Lord some day say to 
him, “Well done, good and faithful ser- 
ant.” 

You and I have failed, too. What are 
we going to do about it? Are we going 
to get discouraged and say, “I never 
can serve the Lord anyway,” or are we 
going to confess our sins to the Lord and 
learn to overcome them in His strength? 
Let us take a few moments for silent 
prayer that each one of us may press 
on in the Christian life without turning 
back. Then let us close singing the 
chorus 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus, 
No turning back ! 
No turning back ! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Not Part, But All.—I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me 
(Phil. 4:13, Golden Text). Robert Chap- 
man of Barnstaple, a great friend of the 
late George Mueller of Bristol was once 
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asked, “Would you not advise young 
Christians to do something for the 
Lord?” “No,” was the reply, “I shoul 
advise them to do everything for the 
Lord.”—From the Christian Herald 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Without Limit—I can do all thing 
through Christ which strengtheneth me 
(Phil. 4:13, Golden Text). 

He giveth more grace when the burdens 
grow greater, 

He sendeth more STRENGTH when the 

labors increase; 
To added affliction, He addeth His mercies 

To multiplied trials, His multiplied peace. 


When we have exhausted our store of en. 
durance, 
When our STRENGTH has failed ere the 
day is half done, 
When we reach the end of our hoarded rm. 
sources 
Our Father’s full giving is only begun 
His love has no limit, His grace has no 
measure, 
His power no boundary known unto men; 
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus 
He giveth and giveth and giveth again. 
—From Annie Johnson Flint, Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 
Prize illustration. 


Christian Mothers——Mary the mother 
of John (Acts 12:12). A mother was 
saying that she was sorry she was too 
busy at home to do much church work. 
Sadly she added, “I shall have only a 
life of housework to show at last.” Her 
little daughter heard this remark, and 
said: “Why, Mother, all we children will 
stand up and tell all you’ve done for us 
— everything we’ll tell. I shouldn’t think 
God would want anything better than 
good mothers in Heaven.” It did the 
mother’s heart good to hear this, and a 
friend added, “‘The child is right.” Earth 
will send no better saints to Heaven than 
true Christian mothers who have done 
their best—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Safe, in a Place of Prayer.—And when 
he had considered the thing, he came to 
the house of Mary the mother of John, 
whose surname was Mark; where many 
were gathered together praying (Acts 12: 
12). Two boys were seated by the road- 
side talking, one day as I awaited a bus. 
They evidently were going fishing, and 
wondered where they could leave their 
bicycles for safekeeping, as the road 
in to the river was too rough to take the 
bicycles. Said one, “Jack had his wheel 
stolen once, when he came out here to 
fish, so I ain’t leaving mine lying around.” 
The other boy said: “Hey, look, there's 
a church over there. Let’s leave the 
wheels there. I think that’s the church 
where they had all the meetings for 
kids. They pray a lot there, so they 
should be safe there, don’t you think?’ 
—Personal. Sent by Mrs, J. Shields, 
West Hill, Ont., Can. 


What the Sermon Lacked.—And when 
they were at Salamis, they preached the 
word of God in the synagogues of the 
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Lesson for September 10 


Jews: and they had also John to their 
minister” (Acts 13:5). At the close of 
a service a preacher was accosted by one 
of his hearers who, after conceding that 
the sermon possessed certain commend- 
able features, added, “But it had one 
damning defect!” The startled minister, 
having inquired what this defect was, 
received the following reply: “I am a 
Jew; I have only recently been born 
again. Up to that time I attended the 
synagogue. But there was really nothing 
in your sermon that I could not have 
heard in the synagogue, nothing that a 
Jewish rabbi might not have preached.” 
“That,” said the preacher in after years, 
“was the greatest lesson in homiletics I 
was ever taught.".—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Jan- 
zen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Remade According to His plan.—But 
Paul thought not good to take him with 
them, who departed from them , , . and 
went not with them to the work (Acts 
15:38). Life is what you make it; but 
thank God, through His help, you can 


remake it.”"—Author unknown. Sent by 
Emma Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 
Called To Endure Hardships.—But 


Paul thought not good to take him with 
them, who departed from them from 
Pamphylia, and went not with them to 
the work (Acts 15:38). Do you remem- 
ber the story of the young man who 
turned deathly pale when Napoleon 
called him in and gave him his orders? 
He replied in a firm voice, “Very good, 
sir,” and departed. An aide to the 
general asked: “Why did you send him? 
He was scared to death.” Napoleon re- 
plied: “Certainly he was scared, because 
he knows the danger of his mission. 
But he is prepared to endure the hard- 
ness of his assigriment.” Not once in all 
the Bible are we told that the life of 
a Christian is an easy one. On many 
occasions Christ stated that His follow- 
ers would be called upon to endure hard- 
ships. Paul warned that trials and per- 
secutions are to be expected. . . . Many 
awards for valor are being given our 
friends and loved ones, repaying them 
in a small measure for the hardships 
they have been called on to endure for 
their country. How much more wonder- 
ful it will be for Christians to be repaid 
for sacrifice and suffering by hearing 
their Lord say, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.” 
Blessed are they who die for God, 
And earn a martyr’s crown of light; 
Yet he who lives for God may be 
A greater conqueror in His sight. 
—Selected. 
—From Marian Frost Leavell, in “Open 
Windows.” Sent by Mrs. S, J. Beeker, 
Nashville, Tenn, 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Tepic and Scripture: 


John Mark, the Man Who Tried Again 
(Acts 12:25; 13:4, 5, 13; 15:36-40; 2 Tim. 4:11) 


“Wye ARE labourers together with 
God” (1 Cor. 3:9, Memory 
Verse). Have the verse written on strips 
of cardboard. Each word may be sep- 
arate, or divided as follows: “We are 
labourers,” “together,” “with God.” If 
the blackboard is used, the words may 
be written as needed. Show the first 
three words. Are you laborers? Have 
you work to do? Let each child name 
his work: dishes, barn chores, school 
work, and so on. Then add the word 
“together.” Illustrate with doing dishes, 
chores, school work. I am thinking of 
a Memory Verse we learned — only five 
words — which tells how to work to-~ 
gether —it begins with “By love” (Gal. 
5:13). I think of Ruth, who worked that 
way with Naomi, her mother. Write 
“Ruth” on the blackboard. Ruth worked 
to get the grain for food; her mother 
kept the house. 

Add the words “with God.” When we 
work, do we not only work with others 
but with God? Surely. Part of God's 
work is to see that everyone has food. 
He sends the sunshine and the rain. Dad 
works to earn the money. Mother cooks. 
You help and wash the dishes. So we 
all work with God to help answer our 
prayer, “Give us this day our daily 
bread.” God has other work. How did 
these folks help God? Put each name on 
the blackboard for discussion. Moses led 
his people in building a tent church. 
David got materials ready so his son 
could build the Temple for God. Elijah 
spoke God’s words of warning to a 
wicked king. Ezra read God’s Word to 
people who had no Bibles. Samuel, even 
when a little boy, was God’s messenger. 
John the Baptist preached to get the 
people ready for the coming of the Lord 
Jesus. Mary took care of the young 
Jesus, Peter preached about the Lord, and 
healed a lame man. He failed once, but 
he came back and worked all the harder. 
Today we add to the list another of 
God’s helpers. Write “John Mark.” 
Each of his names has four letters. I 
will tell you four things about him: 
1. He quit his job as helper on a mis- 
sionary trip with his Uncle Barnabas 
and Paul. 2. On the second trip Paul 
would not take him, but he went with 
his uncle. 3. Later he was so faithful 
even Paul said he was a good worker, 
and wanted him to help him. 4. He 
wrote a story of the life of the Lord 
Jesus, 

Perhaps you can tell us more, so we 
all work together to learn this lesson. 
Somebody may be our map worker, and 
be finding Jerusalem. Frank may be 
our Bible worker and find Acts 12:12 
to tell us what used to happen at John 
Mark’s home in Jerusalem. Then verse 
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25 and chapter 13:1 show us he went 
to Antioch. Now Sally will find in Acts 
13:4 where the missionary group went. 
Cyprus. Judy will read verse 13, and 
the map worker may be able to find that. 
Then the quitter went back to Jerusa- 
lem. Perhaps he did not like the heathen 
people they were going to’ preach to. 
Perhaps he was afraid of the lions in 
the hills. Perhaps he was just tired of 
traveling over rough roads, building 
fires, and cooking meals for the 
preachers. I am glad he did not stay 
quit, but went to work again for the 
Lord with his Uncle Barnabas in Cyprus. 
And later Paul wanted him to come to 
Rome to help him. 

You may think of some job at home 
you promised to help Dad or Mother 
with, and you quit. Maybe there was 
a job at school you quit before you fin- 
ished. Remember you are working not 
only with Dad and Mother and Teacher 
and other boys and girls, but with God. 
There may be a special job for boys and 
girls right here in our church work, 
too: bringing other boys and girls you 
know, putting hymn books in place, tidy- 
ing up after Sunday school, finishing our 
scrapbooks with pictures of helpers, 
learning the rest of the Pauline Epistles, 
When and how shall we take our scrap- 
books to the children in the hospital? 


OroNO, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


OW many of you have read the Gos- 

pel of Mark? Not very many Pri- 
maries, I think, but some day soon you 
will. Today we study about John Mark, 
the man who was told by the Holy Spirit 
what to write, and we call his book the 
Gospel of Mark. It is one of the stories 
of the earthly life of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Mark was not a great leader; 
he seems to have been a helper of others, 


_and very fittingly, his Gospel is the one 


that pictures Christ as the servant, the 
one who did great things for others. 
Use a picture of a servant. 

We know very little about Mark. His 
mother was named Mary, and we are 
told that it was to her house that Peter 
came when the angel delivered him from 
prison one night, and many were gath- 
ered there praying for Peter's deliver- 
ance. You should know about that 
prayer meeting. for it was like our 
prayers are sometimes. They were pray- 
ing that God would deliver Peter from 
prison, but when a girl named Rhoda 
answered Peter’s knock and told the 
people Peter was at the door, they told 
her she was crazy. When she insisted, 
they told her it was Peter’s angel. So 
they really didn’t expect God to answer 
their prayers, and we pray that way, too, 
with little faith. 

So John Mark had a Christian mother, 
which is a good start for any boy. And 
his uncle was Barnabas, a believer who 
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had sold his property and given the 
money to the apostles for the church. 
He was a good man, full of the Holy 
Ghost, and was the man chosen by God 
to go with Paul on his first missionary 
journey, and John Mark went along as 
their servant, to look after their per- 
sonal needs while they preached the 
Gospel. 

When Paul was ready to go on his 
secand missionary trip, he asked Barna- 
bas to go with him, and he was willing 
to go, but wanted to take Mark with 
them again. It seems that Mark had 
left them on the other trip before they 
were through with all the places they 
were to visit, and had gone home, so 
Paul didn’t want him to go again. He 
and Barnabas argued so hard about it, 
that Barnabas decided not to go. So 
he took Mark and went back to his home 
in Cyprus, and is not mentioned again 
in the Bible, though he no doubt served 
the Lord in his home country. 

I don’t know who was right in that 
argument, but I can see both sides of it. 
Paul could say: “I don’t want a young 
man that can’t stand by for the whole 
trip. I have no use for a quitter.” But 
Barnabas loved Mark. He was of his 
own family, and how many times we 
have begged for one more chance for 
some young person in our family con- 
nection, or the child of a friend. I can 
almost hear Barnabas say: “Just give 
him one more chance, Paul. He was 
young and he was homesick. He’s older 
now, try him again.” But Paul would 
not do it, so they parted company. We 
may think Paul was in the right, for 
God used him so greatly after that, 
but we cannot be sure. God may have 
had some soul in Cyprus that nobody 
but Barnabas could reach for Christ. 

Once again we find Mark mentioned, 
and it is by Paul.. He writes to Timo- 
thy, just shortly before he died for his 
faith, “Take Mark, and bring him with 
thee: for he is profitable to me for the 
ministry.” Perhaps Mark had improved, 
or Paul had changed. I think Mark had 
grown up and was more dependable and 
trustworthy. And I know he must have 
been, or he would not have been chosen 
to write one of the Gospels. 

Isn’t this encouraging to those of us 
who have failed in some task we should 
have done? Some of you children just can- 
not do what a teacher or a Sunday school 
teacher expects. You fail, and you are 
so sorry. You think you never will try 
to do anything again. But remember 
John Mark. He must have felt very 
bad when Paul wouldn't let him go on 
that second trip, and it must have made 
him feel about sick when he knew he 
had caused a disagreement between his 
uncle and Paul. But he didn’t give up, 


and finally won the approval of Paul, 
and was used of the Lord. 

This sounds funny, but it is true, The 
children who have no hardships, that 
everything is made easy for, are not the 
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ones who do the greatest things. The 
ones with difficulties to overcome are 
the strong ones. You boys who are in- 
terested in athletics, don’t you have to 
do the hard things? Of course you do. 
It gives you muscle and strength. So 
perhaps John Mark's disappointment and 
failure made him more determined than 
ever to please Paul and to serve the 
Lord. 

Once there was a young man, a shoe 
clerk, who was converted, and he was 
so on fire for the Lord that he wanted 
to speak for Christ in every prayer 
meeting. He had not gone to school very 
much, and he used very poor English, 
and so some of the people in that church 
asked him not to speak so much. He 
didn’t stop his speaking for Christ, but 
began leading one person at a time to 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. 
After a while he started a little Sunday 
school in a poor part of town, and got 
the children in, one .after another, until 
he had a large school. Others began to 
help him, and a great work began. 

He became one of America’s greatest 
preachers, though he never used good 
English and was not a good speaker. God 
gave him thousands of souls, and from 
his work grew the great Moody Bible 
Institute in Chicago, for that young man 
was Dwight L. Moody. 

FELTON, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 721) 


1. Because it is thought that the un- 
named young man was John Mark, the 
writer of the Gospel. 

2. The only explanation is that the Last 
Supper was held in his home, and that 
he followed Jesus and His disciples to 
Gethsemane. Perhaps he was an eye- 
witness of the agony. 

3. Apparently a home of some wealth, 


_but chiefly a home dedicated to the 


service of the Lord (Acts 12:12). 

4. See Acts 11: 27-30. 

5. This doubtless was the doing of 
Barnabas, his cousin (Col. 4:10), who 
was always helping people along in the 
ministry (Acts 9:26, 27; 11:25, 26). 

6. The word does not imply personal 
attendance, which was more the work 
of a slave, but rather duties related to 
the work, such as baptizing, secretarial 
work, conducting classes, and the like. 

7. Reasons can only be suggested — 
fear, homesickness, resentment at Paul’s 
assuming leadership over Barnabas. Evi- 
dently he was not yet ready for such a 
task. 

8. Barnabas, as usual, thought of the 
man; Paul thought chiefly of the work. 


9. It must have been a valuable contri- 
bution or the apostle would not have 
made such an issue of it, 


10. A good minister was saved for the 
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church (Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 4:11), while 
room was made for others to be devel- 


oped — Silas and Timothy. 
WHEATON, ILL, 


ve 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 10 


1. A Christian and His Government 
(Matt. 22:15-22; 2 Sam. 23:3; 1 Pet. 
2:11-17) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

ITH this present topic, a series of 

three discussions is begun on the 
general theme, “Making Our Nation 
Christian.” It should be made very 
plain to your group at the outset that, 
while the enactment and enforcement of 
good laws are important, and the elec- 
tion of conscientious and efficient gov- 
ernment officers is greatly to be desired, 
and the development of an intelligent 
and law-abiding public should be the 
aim of every good government, never- 
theless, these things do not make a 
nation Christian. A nation becomes 
Christian only as individual members of 
it accept the Lord Jesus as Saviour and 
seek earnestly to follow Him and obey 
Him. With this in view, let us consider 
this week’s topic which has to do par- 
ticularly with individual responsibility, 
as a Christian, to the government under 
which we live. 

First, let us see that human govern- 
ment is ordained of God (Rom. 13:1, 2). 
Had Adam not sinned, man might have 
continued to live in direct relationship 
to God, as did Adam and Eve in the Gar- 
den of Eden before the Fall. However, 
after the Flood, as shown in Genesis 9: 
1-6, God set up human government and 
even delivered into man’s hands the 
power of death as punishment for mur- 
der. Since that time, God has main- 
tained human government to protect 
men against the evil and lawless acts of 
other men. We know that not all human 
government has been good down through 
the centuries. It has had defects and 
weaknesses because those who were ad- 
ministering it were themselves defective 
and weak, but it is evident from God's 
Word that human government, faulty as 
it may be, is better than lawlessness or 
anarchy. 

ve 

Next let us see that human govern- 
ment should have our obedience and re- 
spect. We may not always be able to 
respect the office holder, but we should 
respect his office as having been set up 
by God for the administration of human 
affairs, until the time comes for setting 
up of the perfect government of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, in one of the 
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portions chosen for our Scripture lesson 
this week, Peter admonishes believers to 
submit to every ordinance of man (1 
Pet, 2:13). In other words, he is urging 
Christians to obey the laws, both great 
and small. Even Christians are tempted 


to think sometimes that, while it is ter-- 


ribly wrong to commit a murder or to 
steal a large sum of money, it is quite 
all right to fail to pay a fare on a train 
or trolley, if the conductor does not hap- 
to notice; or, that it may be quite 
justifiable to pass a “Stop” sign when 
driving, and no one is around to see. 
ge 
Even laws that may seem to us unjust 
or unfair come under the term “every 
ordinance” in verse 13, for the refusal 
to uphold and obey any law weakens 
the strength of the whole. The only 
justification that the Christian has for 
disobedience of the established law is 
when it directly conflicts with his obe- 
dience to God. Then, as Peter himself 
said under another circumstance (Acts 
5:29), “We ought to obey God rather 
than men.” 
p3 
The Lord Jesus recognized the joint 
responsibility of the individual to his 
government and to God. In the Scrip- 
ture portion in Matthew 22 assigned for 
this week is the account of an attempt 
on the part of the Herodians to trick 
the Lord Jesus either into a statement 
against the Roman Government or into 
disfavor with the Jewish common people, 
who were following Him and listening 
to His words. The question that the 
Herodians posed had to do with the 
paying of tribute or taxes to Rome. 


ye 

Palestine had been conquered by 
Rome, and as a conquered nation, the 
Jews were required to pay taxes to the 
Roman Government. The Caesar of the 
time was a cruel and vicious man, and 
many of his “governors” and officials 
were evil, heartless men, contemptuous 
of the Jews and ready to exact from 
them every last penny of tribute that 
could be squeezed from them, Some of the 
tax collectors themselves were Jews but 
had sold out to the Roman Government 
and were a party to gouging the people 
by every means possible. Payment of 
taxes to Rome was, therefore, a very 
touchy subject, and the Herodians 
thought they had the Lord. Jesus cor- 
Nered when they asked their question. 
If He said “Yes, it is right to pay tribute 
to Rome,” then they could discredit them 
with the people who hated Rome. If He 
said it was wrong to pay taxes to.Rome, 
He could be accused before the Roman 
Government for inciting disobedience. 
But the Lord saw through their intention 
and His answer not only silenced them, 
but it gives to us today a guiding prin- 
ciple in our relationship to our govern- 


s¥ 
He made it plain that tne Jews had 
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two responsibilities. One was to Caesar 
who represented the grganized govern- 
ment of the time. very coins that 
the Jews used were of Roman creation. 
They were enjoying the protection of 
that conqueror from enemies all around 
that would have swallowed them up. 
Rome’s administration was not perfect 
and there were many instances of unfair, 
dishonest government, but the Jews were 
better off under Rome than at the mercy 
of their other enemies. 

But the Lord Jesus did not leave His 
answer at that point. He went on to 
point out to these Herodians that they 
also had a responsibility to God—a re- 
sponsibility that they were not discharg- 
ing, for while they pretended to be the 
religious leaders of the people, they were 
envious, self-seeking, proud, and willing 
even to murder to retain their hold up- 
on the people. 


The government under which we live 
today is not perfect. But the Christian 
has certain responsibilities to it. One 
of them is to “honour” or respect the 
government —not the individual who 
may be corrupt, but the office that he 
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Western Travel is a pleasure on the Northern Pacific 
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May we plan a trip for you this autumn to California, the 


Pacific N. W., or Hawaii? 


Please send for our folder,’ Northwest Vacations,” describing 
an autumn trip in the Pacific Northwest 


atére. 





at Tour Cost of only $45.43 (to which 
must be added rail and Pullman fares). 

Write us a letter asking questions 
about travel, and you'll receive helpful, 
specific information and free travel liter- 
Please address 


Northern Pacific Railway 
708 N. P. Bidg., St. Paul 1, Minn. 
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holds. We have no right to rail against 
or to discredit, or belittle or undermine 
the government. In our land we have 
the right to change things that are wrong 
through organized channels of legisla- 
tion, and we shall see more about this 
when we come to next week’s topic. 
And the Christian, as we have seen be- 
fore, has a responsibility to obey the 
government, even though he may not 
always agree with every detail of its 
laws, unless that government directly 
conflicts with his obedience to God. 
se 

But Christians also, as the Herodians 
of old, have a responsibility to God — to 
honor Him, and obey Him, and walk 
in His precepts. It is this responsibility 
that is so often brushed aside or for- 
gotten in these days. We expect our 
public officers to discharge their respon- 
sibilities faithfully, but we deliberately 
neglect our own responsibilities to God. 

When the people of any nation sin- 
cerely and earnestly seek to honor God 
and obey Him, their human government 
will improve. Evil office holders cannot 
continue in the face of a God-fearing and 
aroused public. When you and I and the 
others in our nation get on our faces 


before God, seeking His forgiveness for 


sin, and asking for His direction and 
guidance and enabling, then we shall 
have good government. How far are 
you discharging your responsibility? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


Christ's Knowledge of the 
Scriptures 
(Continued from second page) 


be a soul, it follows that the human soul 
of Christ retained its intel'igence, sensi- 
bility and will. But intelligence and 
will are no less the essential properties 
of the divine nature, and therefore were 
retained after its union with the human 
nature in Christ. In teaching, therefore, 
that Christ was truly man and truly God, 
the Scriptures teach that He had a finite 
intelligence and will, and also an infinite 
intelligence [and will]. . His human 
intellect increased, his divine intelli- 
gence was and is infinite. His human 
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will had only human power, his divine 
will was, and is almighty. Mysterious 
and inscrutable as all this is, it is not 
more so than the union of the discordant 
elements of mind and matter in our own 
constitution” (Systematic Theology, Vol, 
II, pp. 387-390). 

When the Scriptures (in Luke 2:49) 
tell us that He grew physically ang 
spiritually, and again in verse 52 in this 
same chapter it is stated, “And Jesus in. 
creased in wisdom and stature, and ip 
favor with God and man,” this can be 
true only of His human nature. 

Among the acts of the God-man, some 
acts are purely divine, as when He 
worked a miracle; some are purely 
human, as when He hungered and was 
tired; and some acts are those in which 
the two natures concur, as when He 
wrought our redemption. Yet all these 
acts are the acts of His person. So, while 
the divine-human Christ is the author 
of all His acts, some of them are said of 
his human nature, and others of his 
divine. 
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Peter Could Not Have Been 
in Rome 
(Continued from second page) 


to mention the name of Peter, the name 
of the sovereign pontiff! Truly it is im- 
possible ! 

This is the more disturbing since very 
grave events had happened in Rome in 
these fifteen years. During Claudius’ 
reign the Jews had been subject to per 
secution (Acts 18:2), chased out of Rome 
en masse, and together with them many 
Christians. A certain Aquila and Pris- 
cilla fell in with Paul at Corinth where 
they had taken refuge. Through them 
apparently the apostle had been in- 
formed about the Christians in Rome. 

Is it not surprising that the Book of 
Acts mentions in this connection Pris- 
cilla and Aquila, but of Peter, not a 
word? 

Let ‘us repeat. To have omitted the 
name of Peter from the Roman list, 
when so many other obscure names were 
cited, would have been an extreme affec- 
tation, unworthy of the noble character 
of Paul. 

Since Paul could not have been un- 
aware of the presence of Peter in Rome, 
if he had been there, the only possible 
conclusion for an honest and reflective 
mind is that, in the year 58, the presence 
of Peter in the imperial capital had not 
been recorded. 

Let us look at the matter from another 
angle. All are agreed that Paul arrived 
in Rome about the year A.D. 61. The 
Acts describe in detail the voyage 
thither, the shipwreck, and finally his 
arrival. The attention of the reader is 
struck with the extent of the detail 
given. If Peter ever did go to Rome 
(although the matter would have beet 
even more important in future history) 
the story of his voyage thither is passed 
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by in absolute silence. This is a strong 
ption against his ever having gone 
to the capital of the pagan world. 

Paul is then at Rome. After three 
days he called the chief leaders of the 
Jews together for consultation. They 
asked for some account of his faith, 
which he gave them, “persuading them 
concerning Jesus, both out of the law 
of Moses, and out of the prophets, from 
morning till evening.” It was evidently 
virgin soil. Yet the Roman theologians 
would have us accept the theory that for 
sixteen years Peter had been living in 
the city. One is asked to believe that 
during this time the Apostle Peter, the 
apostle to the circumcised as Paul called 
him, had not yet talked with the prin- 
cipal Jews of that city concerning Paul 
or even concerning the evangelical faith. 
He had not done in sixteen years what 
Paul did after three days! Who can be- 
lieve it? 

We are in the year 61 and the princi- 
pal Jews of the city knew nothing of 
Christianity. What then could have oc- 
cupied Peter in Rome during this long 
period if, on the one hand, he had taken 
no interest in the Jews, he to whom God 
had especially entrusted the evangeliza- 
tion of the circumcision; and if, on the 
other hand, he also remained unknown 
to the Gentiles who had come to the 
Gospel, as the omission of his name in 
the salutations closing the Epistle to the 
Romans makes clear? 

We are in the year A.D. 61 then. The 
Apostle Paul is a prisoner in Rome. 
According to the Book of Acts he oc- 
cupies his own hired house, preaching in 
all liberty the kingdom of God (Acts 28: 
30). Of Peter nothing is said. How long 
did the Apostle Paul enjoy this lib- 
erty? About two years. 

Toward the year 63 he wrote to the 
Philippians. In the second chapter of 
this Epistle, dated from Rome, we read 
the following words: “I have no man 
likeminded, for all seek their own, 
not the things which are Jesus Christ’s.” 

If the Apostle Peter had at this time 
exercised his ministry in Rome an ex- 
ception regarding him could not have 
failed to have been made. How is it 
possible not to see here a striking proof 
that the presence of Peter in Rome about 
the years 61-63 was truly impossible? 

In the year 62 the apostle wrote to 
the Colossians, “I am also in bonds.” 
This letter closed with various saluta- 
tions mentioning the companions of his 
captivity days— Aristarchus, Mark, Jesus 
called Justus, Epaphras, Luke the be- 
loved physician, Demas. 

Of Peter not a word. The mystery of 
the silence, more and more strange, 
Weighs on one. Evidently the Apostle 
Peter had not yet arrived at the capital. 

comes the Epistle to Philemon. 

Much time has run by. “I... Paul the 
aged,” he says. This Epistle likewise 

with salutations —to Mark, Aris- 
tarchus, Demas, Luke. Of Peter nothing, 

There are silences that speak with 
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singular eloquence. There are silences 
that oppress one. The silence of Paul 
regarding the presence of Peter in Rome 
during these years when the two men 
ought to have seen one another— one 
might say daily, if they had been in 
Rome at the same time — is one of those 
oppressive silences. 

Another of Paul’s letters is also dated 
from Rome, the one to the Ephesians. 
As in the others, there is not the slightest 
allusion to Peter. 

Finally we come to the last writing of 
the apostle, his Second Letter to Timo- 
thy, dated.about 67, near the time of his 
martyrdom. Roman theologians teach 
that Peter was martyred in the same year 
as Paul. Hence the time for his possible 
coming to Rome would be very short, 

Abundant indications continue to show 
that he was not in Rome. In chapter 4, 
verse 21, one reads of salutations from 
Eubulus, Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all 
the brethren. “Linus”— what does that 
name suggest? 

Linus, according to the official cata- 
logue of the Roman Curia, was the suc- 
cessor of Peter. Hence St, Lin. Irenaeus 
speaks of him as the first bishop of 
Rome, The Apostolic Constitutions say 
that Paul consecrated Linus, bishop of 
Rome. Is it possible that this presuma- 
ble successor of Peter would be cited 
in the salutations and Peter himself not? 

In 2 Timothy 1:16-18 we read of One- 
siphorus who oft refreshed Paul and was 
not ashamed of his chain, who sought 
him out very diligently. What supposi- 
tions, what possibilities does not this 
statement suggest ! 

Here are two apostles, the leading 
apostles, Peter and Paul. They live in 
the same city. One of them, Peter, i 
free, at the head, so we are told, of the 
most important diocese in the world, dis- 
posing consequently of great resources 
wherewith to help fellow Christians in 
prison for the faith. The other, Paul, 
the most valiant pioneer of the Gospel, 
is a prisoner for Christ and an old man 
in addition. With what tender sympathy 
would his more happy colleague sur- 
round him to make less hard his chains, 
less solitary his confinement! 

Not at all! No relation, no contact 
between these two men. They ignored 
each other as completely as if they lived 
on other planets, 

But perhaps Peter was ill-informed. 
Perhaps he had searched for the aged 
apostle and was discouraged by his fail- 
ure to find him. Or perhaps he did not 
want to compromise himself. Was he 
then ashamed of Paul’s chain? And you, 
Onesiphorus, how did you find Paul? 

“I? I sought him out until I did find 
him. Once finding him, I did all in my 
power to console him and lighten his 
suffering.” 

If Peter had lived in Rome when Paul 
was there in prison, what a scandal for 
Christ and for the church such a divi- 
sion would have been ! 

These aré all odious suppositions 
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which one would be obliged to make 
only if Peter had been in Rome — even 
as a prisoner. 

No! Reason, evidence, logic, Chris- 
tian love, and Christian honor, all cry 
out, “If Peter had been pope, if he had 
resided in Rome, it could have been only 
after Paul’s death’—and that nobody 
claims. 

Then the poignant end of this Epistle, 
the moving cry of the wounded lion, 
knowing that the supreme moment had 
come! “I am now ready to be offered. 
.. . Demas hath forsaken me... . Only 
Luke is with me... . At my first answer 
no man stood with me, but all men for- 
sook me.” 

To comment on such words, to add to 
them a single word, would be not merely 
to weaken them but to profane them. 
To pretend after reading them that the 
two apostles lived in the same city is 
to hang upon one, as upon the other, the 
most disconcerting mystery, the most 
withering suspicions. 

“Once more I solemnly insist in the 
name of Holy Scripture, no! the Apostle 
Peter did not exercise any ministry in 
Rome. No, he did not establish the first 
Roman Pontifical See.” 


I think, M. Antomarchi, you are en- 
titled to add the letters Q.E.D. to your 
essay 


This editorial is based on “Rome Face a 
l’Evangile: Saint Pierre devant |’Ecriture, de- 
vant l’Histoire,” par A. Antomarchi. (No 
translation. ) 
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With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 


Trustees of Creation. By William L. 
Muncy, Jr. (Judson Press, Philadelphia 
3; paper, 40 cents.) A study of Scrip- 
tural stewardship leads to the following 
conclusions: men should create wealth 
in conscious fellowship with God, in 
conscious dependence upon God, and for 
the purposes of God; and they should 
honor Him in the way in which they use 
their wealth. The author then rightly 
concludes that our economy is mostly 
pagan, rather than Christian, and con- 
structs a blueprint to make it Christian: 
a generation of stewards must be raised 
up within Christendom; a _ beginning 
should be made in the church’s educa- 
tional institutions, where an understand- 
ing of human needs and stewardship are 
inculcated; the program must then be 
introduced into the teaching of every 
local church and into the public schools; 
it must be implemented by the activity 
of the Holy Spirit. 


August 26, 195 


An optimism as to the success of th 
venture pervades the booklet. Its Scrip. 
tural emphasis on stewardship and it 
confidence in the power of the Spiri 
should be balanced by the teaching thy 
it is not God’s will to produce a Christian 
society, but to call out ot society % 
people for his name” 


Sheee-ja. By Lucilda A. Newton 
(Africa Inland Mission, Inc., Brooklyn 
N. Y., paper, 50 cents.) The first baby 
born after twins in a family was alway; 
called “Sheee-ja” (“the one who fol. 
lowed the twins”), so that was why the 
little, black African baby was given that 
name. The twins had died, and now 
Sheee-ja cried so much—just as the 
twins had done—that Bulugu, the 
father, got very tired of everything. §& 
he dug up the few coins that comprisa 
the family’s “wealth,” and went as far 
away as the train would take him. After 
about two years, Sheee-ja was turned 
over to his grandmother, because his 
mother was married to another man: 
everybody said that Bulugu must k 
dead. The way in which God worke 
out His providences in the life of this 
little boy was wonderful. God wa; 
good, and although there were many 
things that were hard to understand 
Sheee-ja came to believe truly in the 
Saviour. This is a very well-written 
missionary story that will touch the 
hearts of boys and girls. 


Nineteen Missionary Stories From the 
Middle East. By Basil Miller. (Zonder. 
van Pub, House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich, 
$1.50.) These thrilling and moving 
stories are not only fascinating reading, 
but packed with information about mis- 
sionary life and work among the Mos- 
lems. It is a collection from many dif- 
ferent sources, giving revealing glimpses 
of the home and social life, and also of 
the terrific grip which Mohammedanism 
holds over these lands. There are 
stories of modern martyrs who endured 
persecution unto death. But the book also 
is rich in encouragement to every Chris- 
tian to sow the seed of the Word of God. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 4 to 10 


Mon.—Acts 12:5-12. 
From a Praying Home. 
PraverR Svuccestions: “The house @ 
Mary the mother of . . . Mark; wher 
many were gathered together praying’ 
This home of prayer is held up for ou 
imitation by the Holy Spirit. From that 
praying home came Mark, Paul's eafly 
companion (who wrote the second Go 
pel). In that home of prayer, God gave 
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His Church great joy and gladness by 
releasing Peter. More things are wrought 
by the Lord in answer to united prayer 
than the Church has ever imagined. 
Pray for the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, 206 W. 44th St., New York 18. 


Tues—Acts 13:4-13. On a Great Mission. 


Prayer Succestions: “So they, being 
sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed 
... and... preached the word of God 
in the synagogues of the Jews.” Mis- 
sions in keeping with the Lord’s great 
commission are great missions. Spon- 
sored by the Spirit, attended by divine 
providences, and empowered by the 
tisen Saviour, such missions will be 
great in outreach and blessing. Men of 
like spirit in like situations using spir- 
itual weapons are certain to succeed. 
Pray for the Hebrew Christian Mission, 
P.O. Box 7, Linwood Station, Detroit 6. 


Wed—Acts 15:36-40. $ 
Companion to Barnabas. 
Prayer Succestions: “They departed 
asunder one from the other: and so 
Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto 
; and Paul chose Silas . . . and 
he went through Syria and Cilicia, con- 
firming the churches.” Christian com- 
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for information today. 
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Japan’s Future 


Christian Leaders 


T HE things that thou has heard 
of me . . . commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others 
also. (II Tim. 2:2.) 


One consecrated Japanese pastor, a 
recent graduate of Faith Theological 
Seminary, writes that in Japan the doors 
are still wide open. But many signs in- 
dicate the days of opportunity are truly 
numbered. When they have passed, he 
expects foreign Christian missionaries of 
the true faith may be obliged to with- 
draw from Japan as from China and 
other heathen countries. “Needless to 
say,” he goes on, “it is the native Chris- 
tian leader, not the foreign missionary, 
who will have the longest and most tell- 
ing ministry in Japan.” 


Accordingly, it would seem that 
the native-born educated Japanese Chris- 
tian, who will remain with the indig- 
enous church when the testing days 
come, is a most profitable and fruitful 
investment of our missionary activities, 


So on October 16, 1949, Tokyo 
Christian Theological Seminary opened 
its doors to fulfill a desperate need— 
that of providing a sound, thorough, 
well-rounded higher training to Japanese 


Write for your copy of “*Biblical Missions’’, 
ing missionary developments on all fields. 


account of the thril 
The General Secretary, Desk M. 
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TL. Independent Board 


151-B Maplewood Avenue 


Street meeting in 
Tokyo with loud 
speaking equipment. 
Our Nokao Church re- 
sulted later, our stu- 
dents taking the 
Church leadersgip. 


Above, Faculty of Tokyo Christian Theo- 
logical Seminary, The students, below, 
are all university graduates, 


college and university graduates whom 
God has called to places of special re- 
sponsibility. The Seminary is controlled 
by a Board of Directors under the presi- 
dency of a consecrated Japanese minis- 
ter. Some of our missionaries are on 
the Board and several are on the teach- 
ing staff. 

Yes, the doors in Japan are open, 
but the clouds are drawing closer! We 
must help prepare the Japanese Chris- 
tians to stand true to the faith when the 
testing days come. 
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No. 838 


FAMOUS 


FOLDER-QERTIFICATES 


r 
for enrollment . promotion . recognition 
a 








ELSIE ANNA WOOD 


Each of these distinguished folder-certificates features on 
the front cover a full-color reproduction of an original 
Biblical painting by Elsie Anna Wood—with a simply 
worded interpretation on the back cover. The certificate, 
lithographed in black and soft blue, provides space for 
pupil’s name, three signatures, and date. Open, the cer- 
tificate is 934 x 63% inches; folded, 4% x 634 inches. 

5 cents each, with matching envelope 


No. 826 Nursery Department Enrollment 
The Presentation 


No. 827 Cradle Roll Enrollment 
The Shepherds at Bethlehem 

No. 828 Nursery to Beginner Promotion 
The Holy Family in Egypt 

No. 829 Cradle Roll to Beginner Promotion 
Of Such Is the Kingdom 


No. 830 Nursery to Kindergarten Promotion 
Jesus and the Children 


No. 831 Beginner to Primary Promotion 
The Feeding of the Five Thousand 

No. 832 Kindergarten to Primary Promotion 
Jesus the Healer 


No. 833 ent. Junior Promotion 
Jesus in the Temple (Twelve Years Old) 


No. 834 Junior to Intermediate Promotion 
mon on the Mount 


835 Intermediate to Senior Promotion 


°° The Call of the Disciples 


No. 836 Intermediate to Young People Promotion 
Jesus Stood on the Shore 


No. 837 General Department-to-Department Promotion 
Nicodemus with Our Lord 


No. 838 General Grade-to-Grade Promotion 
The Sea of Galilee 


No. 839 Vacation Church School Certificate 
The Hilltop at Nazareth 


840 Certificate of Recognition 
a 4 Hillside at Capernaum 


No. 841 Vacation Bible School Certificate 
The Hilltop at Nazareth 


ARTISTS SERIES 


A beautiful, full-color reproduction of a famous Bible 











painting forms the front cover of each of these certificates, 
with a meaningful interpretation on the back cover. Such 
artists as Raphael, Hofmann, and Copping are represented 
by their finest work. The certificate, size 934 x 63¢ inches, 
provides space for pupil’s name, signatures, and date. Size 
folded, 4% x 63% inches. 

5 cents each, with matching envelope 


. 651 Nursery Department Enrollment 

. 652 Cradle Roll Department Enrollment 

. 653 Nursery to Beginner Department 

. 654 Cradle Roll to Beginner Department 
655 Beginner to Primary Department 

. 656 Primary to Junior Department 

. 657 Junior to Intermediate Department 

. 658 Intermediate to Senior Department 

. 659 Intermediate to Young People’s Department 

. 660 General Department-to-Department 

. 661 General Grade-to-Grade 


Please Order by Number 











At Your Supply House 


Abingdon-Cokesbury Press 











panionships sometimes are dissolved 
seemingly by trifling matters. Fellow. 
ships of long duration are often easily 
broken. In such sad experiences it ig 
well to have a quiet and easy conscience, 
This insures ruptured friendships wil] 
not mean disturbed discipleship. Pray 
for the Mission to Orphans, Box 218, 
Santa Clara, Cuba. ° 


Thurs.—Colossians 4:7-11. 
Fellow Worker With Paul, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Tychicus .. . a 
beloved brother, and a faithful minister 
and fellowservant in the Lord.” Pay) 
is sparing of commendations, but they 
are always wonderful. He gives Tychicus 
three titles and five honors. Tychicus 
companied with Paul (Acts 20:4), re. 
ported on Paul’s ministries to the Ephe- 
sians and Colossians (Eph. 6:21; Col, 
4:7), and was later sent to help at Ephe. 
sus (2 Tim, 4:12), and’ selected to help 
Titus (Titus 3:12). Faithful fellow 
laborers are always a comfort in Chris- 
tian work. Pray for the Bible Medita- 
tion League, Inc., Box 1957, Columbus 
16, Ohio. 


Fri.—2 Timothy 4:9-18. 
Proof of Fidelity. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Take Mark, and 
bring him with thee: for he is profitable 
to me for the ministry.” Timothy, Luke, 
and Mark stood by Paul in trying per- 
secutions. Many forsook him; but they 
remained faithful. Brotherly fidelity is 
needed by many Christian workers, 
Never let good men down, especially 
those who have served the Lord many 
years. A faithful brother is a great 
comforter, but one is seemingly hard to 
find. Pray for Mid-Missions, Room 209, 
1120 Chester Ave., Cleveland 14. 


Sat.—Philemon 8-20, 23. 
A Comrade in Rome. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Epaphras, my 
fellowprisoner in Christ Jesus.” Epa-, 
phras of Colosse, Paul’s fellow laborer, 
became a fellow prisoner of the great 
apostle. He merited the titles: “dear 
fellowservant” and “faithful minister of 
Christ”: (Col. 1:7). Christian ministers 
need godly companionships. Rich is the 
man who has one, and he is a million- 
aire who has more. Pray for the Amer- 
ican Rural Mission, Inc., Box 21, St. 
Paul 2, Minn. 


Sun.—1 Peter 5:5-14. Friend to Peter. 


Prayer Succestions: “By Sylvanus, 
a faithful brother unto you, as I sup- 
pose, I have written briefly, exhort- 
ing, and testifying that this is the true 
grace of God wherein ye stand.” Silas, 
former associate of Paul, became a 
special helper of Peter. Peter says 
of him, “A faithful brother unto you, 
as I suppose.” Caution is a grace of 
the Spirit. It is needful in these days 
when men’s persons are held “in ad- 
miration because of advantage.” Pray 
for the Montana Gospel Crusade, Bor 
1616, Billings, Mont. 
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